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fr:mtl' dIsntd Dncea ower industry.
The Utah addiation CnolBard and a key

-House commf~hit-tbeechairman .saddled- up a gahinstthe plahinI
~week, Joining a~ poise qfncerwthdo groups, te
Healthy EAnrkonmfent Alliance -of- Utah and congressiona'

ledes r~ Txa-s*' Ken'tu'cky an"d Tennessee.
1 While the state- conitrolbard-, 7a'ccordingto, its lawyer,

ý ck the legal Authorityo, derail the shipmients toEnerýý
Ukitlo's dump in to6l6e Co~unty, it will as-k the federalNi

clear Regulatory Commfiission to carefully assess our nit
long-term dispoal needs before allowing large volu~m.esi C
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Clive facility
might receive
nuclear waste
from overseas
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The Associated Press

CHARLESTON, S.C. - A
company that handles radio-
active waste wants to bring
20,000 tons through U.S. ports
for eventual disposal in Utah.

EnergySolutions Inc. said
the waste from Italy would be
processed in Tennessee be-
fore being sent to its facility
in Clive, Utah, 70 miles west
of Salt Lake City.

"That's a lot of waste," said
Arjun Makhijani, executive
director of the Institute for
Energy and Environmental
Research, a nuclear-watch-
dog group. "As far as I know,
it's unprecedented for such a
large amount to come to this
country for disposal."

EnergySolutions, based in
Utah, said -licenses had been
previously granted to com-
panies that imported radioac-
tive items from France and
the Czech Republic.

The waste would come
through ports in Charleston
and New Orleahs.

Two congressmen have
raisef questions- f-a out the
plan, noting that EnergySo-
lutions has not been specific
about t•e origin of the waste,
other eithan reacfbrs, fuel cy-
cle facilities, research facili-
ties, and material licenses or
facilities equivalent to U.S.
Superfund sites."

. Reps. Joe Bartgn._R-TTehxa5,
and Ed Whitfield, R-Ky., said
tlie--•ist-eiliord- -exe-d feder-
al radiation limits, meaning it
would not be allowed to enter
the country.

Nuclear Regulatory Com-
-mission spokesman David
Mclntyre'said the agency will
take public comment on the
EnergySolutions application,

EnergySolutions, which
handles radioactive, waste
from hospitals, universi-
ties, government agencies
and other sources, has oper-
ated a landfill in South Caro-
lina since 1971. The landfill
will close next year to all but
three states: South Carolina,
New Jersey and Connecticut.
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Comment
soughtfor
waste plan
EnergySolutions
would dispose ofi
nuclear materials

The Associated Press
KNOXVILLE, Tenn. --

The Nuclear Regulatory
Commission is seeking
public comment on a plan
to import about 20,000 tons
of nuclear waste from Italy
for processing in Tennes-
see and disposal in Utah.

The agency published a
notice in the Federal Regis-
ter on Monday. It is allow-
ing 30 days for people to
seek a hearing or request
to become an intervener on
the plan from Utah-based
EnergySolutions Inc.

The company would
bring waste through the
ports of Charleston, S.C., or
New Orleans. It would be
1 million cubic feet, mostly
paper, plastic, wood, metal
and ion-exchange resins
from nuclear plants.

The waste would be
.procesed b and rer
ccle-d at ani- Eier YSo
tions plant n Oak Ridge,

Fiii-eiry owne-d I6Uu-
rateck, about 25 miles west
of Knoxville.

It's estimated about
8 percent, or less than 1,600
tons, would be sent to the

* EnergySoluti6ns landfill in.
Clive, Utah.

I "This is not anything
different than what we've
done," Mike Johnson, presi-
dent of the company's Com-
mercial Facilities Group,.
told the media.

He said the Oak Ridge
facility has probably recy-
cled about 1.5 million tons
of radioactive metals from
foreign sources since 1996,
including Germany, Bel-
gium and Canada.

But the proposal has
opponents, including_ U.S.
Rep. Bart Gordon, D1.bnn..
chýir••man of th-e House Sci-.
-enfcean Tekhii-o ogy Com-
iitee .. . . .
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