February 20, 2008

Anthony J. Thompson, Esq.
Thompson & Simmons, PLLC.
1225 19" Street, NW

Suite 300

Washington, D.C. 20036

Re: Kennecott Uranium Company — Request for Hearing
Dear Mr. Thompson:

The Office of the Secretary (SECY) has received your letter dated January 24, 2008, filed on
behalf of the Kennecott Uranium Company (KUC) requesting a hearing “challenging the United
States Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff’s determination that KUC is required to
obtain a license amendment prior to storing standard uranium-loaded ion-exchange (IX) resins
at its Sweetwater Uranium Mill . . . and pending issuance of a license amendment to process
such resins as an alternate feed material . . . .” The request for hearing follows your

January 14, 2008 letter and memorandum to the Commission that took issue with the staff’s
position and asked that it be overruled.

Your January 14, 2008 letter and memorandum were assigned to the NRC staff (Director of the
Office of Federal and State Materials and Environmental Management Programs) for direct
reply to you. | understand that the staff will likely mail its reply no later than February 27, 2008.
Although | do not know what the substance of the staff’s reply will be, it is possible that the reply
will address your concerns and obviate your request for a hearing. Accordingly, SECY will hold
your hearing request in abeyance pending your receipt and review of the staff’s reply to your
January 14 letter and your subsequent written notification that you wish to pursue your request
for hearing.

By copy of this letter, SECY informs the NRC staff that the staff need not file a response to
KUC'’s January 24, 2008 request for hearing until after SECY notifies the staff that KUC has
chosen to pursue its request for hearing.

Sincerely,

/RA/
Annette Vietti-Cook

cc: Catherine Marco
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