
February 15, 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Carl M. Mazzola, Chairman 
Nuclear Facilities Standards Committee 
American Nuclear Society 
555 North Kensington Avenue 
La Grange Park, IL 60526 
 
SUBJECT: REGULATORY GUIDE 1.206 AND ANS/ANSI VOLUNTARY CONSENSUS  
  STANDARDS 
 
Dear Mr. Mazzola: 
 
I am responding to your letter dated November 21, 2007, in which you express disappointment 
regarding the lack of references to American Nuclear Society (ANS) standards in the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) Regulatory Guide 1.206, “Combined License Applications for 
Nuclear Power Plants (LWR Edition).”   
 
Regulatory Guide 1.206 (formally DG-1145) provides guidance to potential applicants for 
combined licenses issued under Part 52, “Licenses, Certifications, and Approvals for Nuclear 
Power Plants,” of Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR Part 52).  The guidance 
relates primarily to the format and content of combined license applications and cites other 
regulatory guides, the standard review plan, or other technical guidance documents where such 
references help describe the appropriate subjects and level of detail for the final safety analysis 
reports or other parts of the applications.  As such, this regulatory guide would not be the 
vehicle to endorse specific industry codes or standards on the technical subjects identified in 
your letter.  To the degree that ANS standards are endorsed in other regulatory guides, it may 
be the case that Regulatory Guide 1.206 references the regulatory guide but not the underlying 
consensus standard.  In addition, the NRC staff may consider referencing the listed ANS 
standards as we update other regulatory guides and technical guidance documents.  
Information related to our program to update regulatory guides may be found on our website at: 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/reg-guides/.  As part of the regulatory guide 
update program, NRC staff will continue to communicate with ANS and other consensus 
standards developing organizations to ensure that standards are referenced appropriately. 
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Please call me at 301-415-6690, if you have any questions or suggestions on how we might 
better incorporate the consensus codes and standards developed by the ANS into our technical 
guidance documents. 
 
        Sincerely, 
 
 
                                                                                 /RA/ 
 
        Jennifer L. Uhle 
        Agency Standards Executive  
        Director, Division of Engineering  
        Office of Nuclear Regulator Research 
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