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,acknow]edges recelpt ‘of your September 11 1989 letter addressed to

Mr.' Gary Konwinski of my staff. ;. Your correspondence again ra1ses the issues of
potent1a1 fractures and faulting at the Crow Butte site, forelgn ownership and
part1c1pat1on in the Ferret operation as well as the need for an environmental
1mpact statement Our letter to you dated August 24, 1989 has a]ready
addressed|the substance of these 1ssues,m TS L
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We apprec1ate your concern on the potent1al for fracturlng and assoc1ated

faulting at the Crow Butte site. .. As, noted pre ous]y to you in our August 24
letter our technical’ spec1a]1sts have studled”,hese areas dur1ng the =
preparat1on of environmental reports in conJunctlon w1th aqu1fer testing, as
well as .in response to the. documents you'”eéently submltted to, our office. The
operatlonal data ‘for the research and development 51te and the aqulfer test1ng
supply suff1c1ent data to des’gn a monitoring’ program to provide ear]y warn1ng
should conf1nement be less than ideal. . We also note that a letter, subsequent
to the one you prov1ded from Mr. Steve Smith, indicates that he.now believes
that, there is sufficient conflnement and proposed mon1tor1ng to allow safe
operat1on of the Crow Butte prOJect : RN kn,iyt‘u'_wﬁu T

We have prev1ously responded to your correspondence concern1ng fore1gn =
invo] ln .our August 24 letter ‘f'. . PR u._ph“; ‘ e

) ran1um'resources whlch exlst in the Nebraska panhand]e are , oW wel] known;
however to date the Crow Butte project represents the only app11cat10n for
uranium recovery in that area. Should future applications be subm!tted by
potential 11censees the Commission will process those applications in
accordance with requ1rements in effect at that time. Environmental analyses
are requ1red as a part of that process ‘
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As we 1nd1cated in our- August 24 ]etter appropr1ate env1ronmental ‘health and
safety issues associated w1th the proposed -commercial .project are be1ng
factored into our decision’ reﬂat1ve Lo l1cens1ng the Crow.Butte site for
commerc1al*solut1on mining. The 1ssues you - ra1sed have been conSIdered as
appropr1ate 1n our llcens1ng ana]ys1s' : :

Slncere]y,
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