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Dear Mr. Lubinski:

To resolve the issues concerning the current industry analysis supporting a permanents team
generator tube alternate repair criteria (ARC) request for H*/B*, a panel of industry experts has
been convened to review the current proposed technical analysis for Technical Specification
(TS) 5.5.9, "Steam Generator(SG) Program." The license amendments are proposed to
preclude repair of indications in the lower portion of the tube.

H*/B* alternate repair criteria requests have been previously submitted and one-cycle
amendments were granted for specific nuclear stations. However, during the January 16",
2008 NRC conference call with industry regarding the proposed permanent approval of the ARC,
the staff stated that there were a number of issues that undermine the staff’s ability to
permanently approve the license amendment request.

The industry expert panel will be tasked to review key aspects of the alternate repair criteria
analysis. These include the variability of key material properties, availability of databases to
define input variability, and the analysis of the probabilitisic certainty of H* for the complete
tube bundle. It is also the intent to have the expert panel perform a peer review of the
complete analysis after issues relating to input parameter variability have been resolved. The
goal of the expert panel is to help resolve the technical issues associated with the permanent
license amendment justification in time to support NRC approval for the Fall 2008 outages.

NEI, on behalf of the industry, invites the NRC staff to attend the industry expert panel

meetings and conference calls to oversee the industry resolution process and also to provide
input to the expert panel for review and resolution.
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NEI will coordinate the scheduling of public meetings and conference calls with the NRC staff.
The expert panel is expected to start work in mid February, 2008. A specific scope and
schedule will be developed at the first expert panel formal meeting. At the end of the first
expert panel meeting, NEI expects that the industry and NRC will have agreement on the
review scope and establish expectations for documenting and incorporating the panel’s results
into a technical evaluation that will have NRC staff support for an approved permanent license
amendment request.

In addition to the above efforts, resources will continue to be devoted to developing a plant
specific interim ARC as outlined by the staff for plants with expiring one-cycle license
amendment for the H*/B* ARC in time to perform primary side steam generator tube
examinations during the Spring 2008 outages.

If you have any questions on this letter or its enclosure, please contact me at (202) 739-8137;

jhr@nei.org or Mike Melton at (202) 739-8049; mam@nei.org.

Sincerely,

G 9%

James H. Riley

c: NRC Document Control Desk
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