January 30, 2008

Ms. Fawn Shillinglaw
1952 Palisades Dr.
Appleton, WI 54915

Dear Ms. Shillinglaw:

| am responding on behalf of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) to your letter to
Senator Herb Kohl dated November 6, 2007. In your letter, you expressed concern about an
October 23, 2007, article that appeared in USA Today entitled, “White House may stop
distribution of anti-radiation pills.”

| want to assure you that public health and safety are of the utmost importance to the NRC.
Your concerns about the information presented in the USA Today article are understandable.
Unfortunately, the article mischaracterized several key points.

Potassium iodide is not a general anti-radiation pill. Instead, it provides very specialized
protection. Specifically, it can protect the thyroid gland against internal exposure to radioactive
iodine. Potassium iodide cannot protect individuals from external radiation, and cannot protect
individuals from radiation from other radionuclides. Evacuation is the most effective protective
measure in the event of a radiological emergency because it protects the whole body (including
the thyroid gland and other organs) from all radionuclides and all exposure pathways.

If radioactive iodine were released from a nuclear power plant due to an accident or terrorist
attack, individuals living close to the plant can take potassium iodide as a reasonable, prudent,
and inexpensive supplement to evacuation or other protective measures, such as in-place
sheltering. Individuals who live more than ten miles from the plant are most likely to be exposed
to radioactive iodine through contaminated food. Thus, the best way to protect these individuals
is to stop contaminated food (e.g., milk produced near the plant) from being sold in stores. The
NRC has no reason to conclude that providing potassium iodide to individuals living more than
ten miles from a nuclear power plant would protect the health or safety of those individuals.

The NRC works closely with the States to provide potassium iodide to individuals who live within
ten miles of a nuclear power plant, and the implication of the title of the USA Today article that
the White House may stop this distribution is incorrect. Let me assure you that public health
and safety are of the utmost importance to the NRC.



F. Shillinglaw -2-

If you have additional questions about potassium iodide, please refer to our public website at:
http://www.nrc.gov/about-nrc/emerg-preparedness/protect-public/potassium-iodide.html.

Sincerely,

/RA Martin J. Virgilio for/
Luis A. Reyes
Executive Director

for Operations

cc: The Honorable Herb Kohl
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