INEI Comments/Questions on NRC Final Draft of ODP Appendices C.11 & C.12 (ML073380097)

1. ASME Code Scope

Appendix C.11, 8" paragraph, states, “The NRC staff accepts the ASME Code, GL 90-05,
ASME Code Case N-513, and any other applicable NRC-approved ASME Code Case criteria
for conclusively establishing ... structural integrity ...” The Table in the 9" paragraph includes
the term “Construction Code.” Is it correct to assume that the term “ASME Code” includes
Section lll as well as Section Xl, and that the term “Construction Code” includes the original
construction code even if it is not Section I11?

2. Repair/Replacement

Appendix C.11, last paragraph, addresses the performance and timing of repair/replacement
activities pursuant to IWA-4000 of ASME Section XI. The last sentence states, "Completion is
expected by the next outage, or at least the next refueling outage, or prior to return to service
if identified while the components was out of service." Is it NRC's intent that any through-wall
flaw that is identified at the end of an outage or during an unplanned short outage would have
to be repaired in accordance with ASME Section XI even though it could be accepted analytically
in accordance with Code Case N-513-1 "for a limited time, to the next scheduled outage?”

3. Interim Corrective Action

Appendix C.12, 5" paragraph, last sentence, states, “However, written relief from ASME Code
requirements is needed for continued temporary service of the degraded piping component
even if the structural integrity is found acceptable by applying GL 90-05.” If a licensee takes
interim corrective action to establish an “operable but degraded” condition, and intends to
restore full operability no later than the next available opportunity for Code repair, why is it not
sufficient to “use as is” in accordance with Criterion XVI (10 CFR 50, Appendix B) without a
relief request?

4. C(Class 3 Moderate Energy

Does Appendix C.12 establish an expectation on the part of NRC that a relief request will be
submitted whenever a licensee invokes Generic Letter 90-05 to evaluate the structural integrity
of Class 3 moderate energy piping? /C.12, 5" paragraph, last sentence]

5. Editorial Comment

The NRC interim guidance memo (June 22, 2007) uses the phrase “normal plant conditions”
when it discusses the operating temperature and pressure values that differentiate moderate-
energy fluid systems from high-energy fluid systems. The 7™ paragraph of the final NRC draft
of Appendix C.12 uses the phrase “nominal operating temperature or pressure” in a similar
context. We recommend changing the word “nominal” to “normal.”

6. Timing

The main body of the NRC Inspection Manual Chapter on the operability determination process
contains general guidance to inspectors on the timing of immediate and prompt operability
determinations. The NEI White Paper contains specific timing guidance to licensees. Is the
white paper guidance acceptable to NRC?
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7. Continuing Discussions (NRC/NEI/ASME)

NEI recommends continuing discussions in calendar year 2008 on the terms and definitions in
NRC regulations, ASME Code requirements, and related NEI (and other) guidance documents
that pertain to flaws in ASME Class 1, 2, and 3 components.
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