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Re:' Draft Environmental Impact Statement for an Early Site Permlt (ESP) at the Vogtle
Electrlc Generatmg Plant Site (NUREG- 1872) Draft Report -

Dear SlI‘ oeradam

, 'We.have-revieweid{the Dreft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for an Early Site Pennii
for the Vogtle Electric Generating Plant Site. Because it will be located with the existing facility, we
are not opposed to the site’s proposed location.

Although dredging is not needed at this time, the DEIS indicates:that the main channel of the
Savannah River may need to be dredged in the future to maintain access between the barge slip and
the navigation channel. According to surveys completed in 2006, this section of river contains a very
important population of the Savannah Lilliput (Toxolasma pullus), a state threatened mussel species: -
We recommend that mussel surveys be carried 1mmed1ately before dredgmg and that’ any state listed
mussel species be relocated to suitable upstream habitat by a qualified mussel biologist.

We are concerned about water withdrawals during drought flows. THe DEIS calculates the
percent of the river’s discharge withdrawn as a function of water released from Thurmond dam under
three levels of - drought severity. The consumptive water use under these scenarios appears to be
small (<1.8% of the river’s volume under drought level 3). Although the exact discharges from
Thurmond Dam cannot be predicted for a level four drought (release = inflow to reservoir), it is
possible to calculate the percentage of flow withdrawn under some hypothetical releases that might
occur during a level four drought. These could be based upon actual inflow levels measured during
the 2007 drought. Such calculations will help better gauge impacts to the flow regime, temperature
profile, and water quality of the Savannah River. :

V Sincerely,

’ Dan Forster
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