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HERB KOHL COMMITTEES:
WISCONSIN ' - . ' )

v [ , APPROPRIATIONS

WASHINGTON OFFICE: ’ .
330 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING JUDICIARY

N g United States Senate SPECIAL COMMITTEE

T.T.Y. (202) 2244464 ) ON AGING
http:/kohl.senate.gov/ ) WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4903

December 14, 2007

Ms. Rebecca Schmidt

Director, Office of Congressional Affairs
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

Dear Ms. Schmidt:

I am writing to request your assistance in helping one of my Wisconsin
constituents. Her concerns are in regards to the distribution of anti-radiation pills.
Enclosed please find a copy of the correspondence I received.

Any assistance you couiderovide in responding to these concerns would be
greatly appreciated. Please respond directly to my constituent and send a copy to my

Washington D.C. office to the attention of Amy Jorgensen.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
, _ Herb Kohl
United States Senator
HK: aj
Enclosure
1l
MILWAUKEE OFFICE: MADISON OFFICE: EAU CLAIRE OFFICE: APPLETON OFFICE: LACROSSE OFFICE:
310 WEST WISCONSIN AVENUE 14 WEST MIFFLIN STREET 402 GRAHAM AVENUE 4321 WEST COLLEGE AVENUE 425 STATE STREET
SUITE 950 SUITE 207 . SUITE 206 : SUITE 235 SUITE 202
MILWAUKEE, WI 53203 MADISON, WI 53703 EAU CLAIRE, WI 54701 APPLETON, WI 54314 LACROSSE, WI 54601
(414) 297-4451 (608) 264-5338 {715) 832-8424 (920} 738-1640 {608) 796-0045

T.T.Y. {414) 297-4485
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By Mimi Hall
USA_ .T_ODAY ‘

Science adviser John Marburger
says he’ll decide. within a month. -
Marburger: says. he'll: conside
“whether other measures, such
—Housé may scrap- a plan that would—=evacuation-and distribution-of ury
give-anti-radiation pills to millions. contaminated food, would be.
_of people, five Kears after Congress . - effective
ordered- that the tablets. be made
available to anyone living within 20
miles of a nuclear réactor. .- -
. Congress issued the order based.
on concerns. that terrorists could
k attack-a nuclear plan
ment already provided free pills t
the 4.7 million people living within
10'miles of a plant, but Congress ol
dered wider- distribution to cove
21.9 million people in 33 states, *~
‘Although the White House at the
time called potassium"iodide pills” |c
crugial to preventing: thyroid can-
cer in cases of radiation exposure;’
the. Nuclear: Regulatory 'Commis
‘sion argues against wi er, distribu-:
‘tion of the!: d;ug.:;Acqor to thei
NRC, the.p ay not be
effective’ way ﬁz prevent. cancer an
could undermine conﬁdence inU
nu%l]ear plants, -

. ByH Dary Beiser, USATODAY.

d Association, there is no more’
effective preventive measure than -

. potassium. iodide, which is ap-

. proved by the Food and Drug Ad-

" ministration. "

Peter Crane; a’ former lawyer

with the NRC' and thyroid cancer.

; activist,; says- the -administration.

stalled for five years under pressure:

from' the NRC,. which" has. “sabo-

S always a concemthat if yo
ex pand: the : distribution: (of : th
; you dPn t have conﬁd

Fheonce-a-day pils protect th
thyroid against inhaled or ingested. ,
radioactive-jodinie; by saturating it' .
wnth harmless potassmm iodide:

= The' White: House is,considering’
whether to‘invoke a legal loophole:
allowmg the government to scrap
the: dlstnbunon ‘requirement -if.
there: is a better way ‘to preve
thyroid ‘cancer.. In- July, President:,
Bush mstructed his science adviser

Says’ Rep Ed~Mark )
Wlthout it; *millions of Amencans “ma, says the issue is “rore comph-
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