
January 4, 2008

Mr. D. B. Ferguson, Jr.
President & CEO
Nuclear Fuel Services, Inc.
P. O. Box 337, MS 123
Erwin, TN  37650

SUBJECT: CORRECTED PAGE FOR NOTICE OF VIOLATION IN NRC INSPECTION
REPORT NO. 70-143/2007-008 

Dear Mr. Ferguson:

Upon review of the NRC Inspection Report 70-143/2007-008, it was noted that the date for the
event associated with the uranium aluminum operator being contaminated was incorrect listed
in the Notice of Violation.  Please replace the appropriate page of the report with the page in
the enclosure of this letter.  The conclusions and findings of the report were not altered.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC's "Rules of Practice," a copy of this letter, and its
enclosure will be made available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public
Document Room or from the NRC’s document system (ADAMS), accessible from the NRC
Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html. 

Should you have any questions concerning this letter, please contact us.

Sincerely,

Alphonsa Gooden for /RA/

Douglas Collins, Director
Division of Fuel Facility Inspection

Docket No. 70-143
License No. SNM-124

Enclosure:  Corrected Page for Notice of Violation from Inspection Report 70-143/2007-008

cc w/encl: (See page 2)
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B. Marie Moore
Vice President
Safety and Regulatory Management
Nuclear Fuel Services, Inc.
P. O. Box 337, MS 123
Erwin, TN  37650

L. Edward Nanney, Director  
Division of Radiological Health  
Tennessee Dept. of Environment & Conservation 
L&C Annex, Third Floor  
401 Church Street  
Nashville, TN 37243-1532 
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NFS procedure SOP 392, “Work Request Procedure”, Section 5.24 “Start Work
Authority,” states “The work area administrator (or designate) shall authorize the start of
work in the designated section of the Work Request by signing and entering the
date/time in the available space.  Start work authorization should not be granted until
immediately prior to the start of work.”

Section 8.2.20 “Strainer Cleanout,” of NFS procedure, for use in the Blended Low
Enriched Uranium Preparation Facility, SOP 409 Section 10 “Uranium Aluminum
Dissolution,” Rev. 17, authorizes the opening of drain valve 1F70 after the closing of the
upstream isolation valve for the purpose of cleaning the associated strainer.

Contrary to the above, the following two examples were identified:

• November 8, 2007, a facility operator opened 1F70 without closing the upstream
isolation.  This action caused material to flow into a small cup the operator was
holding and then spray back up onto the body of the operator resulting in a spill
and personnel contamination.

• On October 30, 2007, the inspectors identified licensee personnel performing
troubleshooting activities on the area 800 equipment in accordance with an
unapproved Maintenance Work Request.

This is a Severity Level IV violation (Supplement VI).

D. Safety Condition S-1 of Special Nuclear Materials License No. SNM-124, authorizes the
use of licensed materials in accordance with the statements, representations, and
conditions in the License Application and Supplements.

Section 2.7 of the License Application, “Procedures,” states in part that SNM operations
and safety function activities shall be conducted in accordance with approved written
procedures..

Operating Procedure NFS-HS-B-80, “Contamination Surveys,” Revision 5, Section
8.2.2, requires in part that the additional smears and/or direct surveys taken to define
the extent of contamination shall be made outward from the spot found by the initial
survey that exceeded the applicable limits.  Continue working outward until
contamination levels below the applicable limits are observed in a continuous boundary
of approximately 3 feet wide or to an impermeable boundary such as a wall.

Section 9.1.1, states in part, to notify Area Supervision if any action limit is exceeded,
and Section 9.1.2, states that Area Supervision will initial and date the applicable survey
form and initiate appropriate decontamination actions.
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