January 9, 2008

MEMORANDUM TO: Stacey L. Rosenberg, Chief
Special Projects Branch
Division of Policy and Rulemaking
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

FROM: Kevin Williams, Chief /RA/
Licensing and Inspection Branch
Division of Preparedness and Response
Office of Nuclear Security and Incident Response

SUBJECT: BWR APPLICATION TO REGULATORY GUIDE 1.97,
REVISION 4

In support of the Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR) staff acceptance review of the
Boiling Water Reactor Owners Group (BWROG) topical report (NEDO-33349, “Rev. 1, BWR
Application to RG 1.97, Revision 4)” my staff has reviewed the document. The staff has
determined that although we do not have a concern about the reclassification of the
containment radiation monitors from Type C to Type E, we do have a concern with licensees
downgrading the treatment requirements for instrumentation used for emergency action level
(EAL) classifications if those changes decrease the reliability and accuracy of the instruments
relied upon in those EALSs.

Because EALs are a requirement in licensee emergency plans, any changes that decrease the
effectiveness of the emergency plan are required to be made in accordance with 10 CFR
50.54(q). My staff is concerned that a relaxation in the treatment requirements of containment
radiation instrumentation could cause a decrease in effectiveness of the emergency plan, and
therefore has a negative impact on the protection of public health and safety. We are therefore
requesting that the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) safety evaluation for the acceptance
review of NEDO-33349 include a statement that licensees will need to consider impacts on the
effectiveness of the emergency plan before any changes to instrumentation identified in the
licensee’s EAL scheme are implemented.

In addition, the availability of the containment radiation monitors was cited by some vendor
groups as justification for eliminating the containment atmosphere radiation sampling function of
the Post-Accident Sampling System (PASS). We suggest that NRR consider tasking BWROG
to address the impact of the present proposal on NRC'’s earlier approval for the removal of the
PASS.
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