
HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY
P.O. BOX 98

GRANTS, NEW MEXICO 87020
(505) 287-4456

January 9, 1995

CERTIFIED MAIL NO.: P 996 443 685

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Division of Waste Management, MS5E2
Attn. Mr. Joseph J. Holonich, Chief
High Level Waste and Uranium

Recovery Projects Branch
11555 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20850

Re: Docket No. 40-8903
License No. SUA-1471
License Amendment

Dear Mr. Holonich:

The Homestake Mining Company Grants mill site is undergoing reclamation and mill
demolition activities. Some reclamation activities have been or are very near completion. The
large tailings impoundment has been recontoured and covered with radon barrier or interim
cover. Windblown material has been identified and removed to the tailings impoundments.
Small tailings impoundment has interim cover and/or a lined evaporation pond over the majority
of the impoundment with the remaining being windblown material. Any remaining windblown
that is identified during soil verification will be placed on the southern area of the small tailings
impoundment. Mill demolition is also complete. Soil verification program is ongoing along
with consolidation of the large tailings impoundment and ground water corrective action
program.

I request that the following license conditions be removed and/or adjusted to reflect the
current site potential for employee or general public exposure to radioactive material. License
Conditions requiring amendments are as follows:
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License
Condition No. Alternative Language

11
14

not required-remove
amend

not required-remove
not required-remove
not required-remove
not required-remove
not required-remove
Table 1 not required-remove
Table 3 modify

Any equipment, supplies, or
manpower that comes in contact
with tailings sand and/or slimes
will be determined that no
radioactive material is leaving
the site by a personal scan and
equipment decontamination.

See enclosure
Table 3

20
25
27
30
33
35(A.

Table 1 (Homestake Environmental Monitoring Programs Excluding Groundwater
Monitoring) would be deleted. Table 3 (Homestake Occupational Monitoring Program) would
be modified to allow for exposure calculations and monitoring as required by a Radiation Work
Order with only routine monitoring using TLD's and semi-annual bioassay.

These license amendments are consistent with the level of activity at the site and the level
of exposure_to tailings sand, slimes or other by-product material. Future activities- include
covering large tailings facility with radon barrier, placement of erosion protection and
groundwater corrective action program. Mobile equipment on-site at the time that the license
amendment is approved will be scanned to determine if equipment is within NRC release
guidelines. If the mobile equipment is not within the release guideline it will be washed and
rescanned.
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Should you have any questions please contact me at (505) 287-4456. I look forward to

your timely review and comments.

Sincerely,

HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY

F. R. Craft
Resident Manager

FRC:jg

Enclosures

xc: H. Barnes
S. Collins, NRC



Table 3 Horneslake Occupational Monihoring Program l1-9S)
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Lapel Personal
Air Sample

Lapel Personal
Air Sampler Calibration

As required
by RWO

As required
by RWO

As required
by RWO

As required by RWO
(2 L/man or eq.)

na

Relecas of Equip.

ALARA no.

Respiratory
Protection

Slosesay

instrument
Calibration

Personnel Gamma lTLD)

Personnel Contam.

Radiation Protection
Training'

As required
by RWO

An required
by RWO

Variable

Variable

As required
by RWO

As required

Potentially Contain.
Fquipment and Materials

As required by RPA

As required by RWO

As required by RWO

Radiation Detection

Instruments in use

Personnel

As required by RWO

HP-1

HP-1

HP-4

HP-6

HP-7

HP-S

no

n18

As required by RWO

As required by RWO

As required by RWO

Alpha, U-nat

Flow rate

HP-10

HP-li

HP-12

Iaealins.
termination and
somi-annually

6 months or Wess

Quarterly

As required by RWO

Initial & annual refreeher
for people working with
groundwater or physical
work with tailings sand/
slim"

Alpha. bets gamma

Ac required by RPA

no

U-nat in urine

na

Gamma

alpha

Mill site HP-14
Taught by RPA (oertifled
individual) subjects as
per Reg Guide 8.31

Training Class & Written Teat

H"P- - Homestake procedure number, RPA - Radiation Protection Administrator; RWO - Radiation Work Order; TLD - Thermolumineacent Doelmeter



TABLE 1 - Home.take Environmental Monitoring Program Excluding Groundw.ter Monhorin (1-961

Number Location. Method Frequency Analytcal ParametersType of Sampie
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