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To: <Vogtle_EIS@nrc.gov.>
Date: 12/28/2007 3:56:04 PM
Subject: Vogtle DEIS Comments
cc: "Bud Badr" <BadrB@dnr.sc.gov>,"Breck Carmichael"

<CarmichaelB@dnr.sc.gov>,"Steve DeKozlowski" <DeKozlowskiS@dnr.sc.gov>,"Greg Mixon
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Attached are comments from South Carolina Department of Natural
Resources pursuant to the DEIS for the Vogtle Electric Generating Site
Early Site Permit.

Please contact me if you have any questions. Thank you in advance.

Bob Perry

Certified Wildlife Biologist

Office of Environmental Programs
SC Department of Natural Resources
Executive Division

PO Box 167

Columbia, SC 29202

O: 803-734-3766

F: 803-734-9809
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South Carolina Department of

Natural Resources

Bob Perry

Certified Wildlife Biologist

Office of Environmental Programs John E. Frampton
1000 Assembly Street Room 310A Director

PO Box 167 Robert D. Perry
Columbia, SC 29202 Assistant Director,
803-734-3766 Office of
803-734-3767 Environmental Programs

perryb@dnr.sc.gov

December 28, 2007
REFERENCE: NURWG-1872

Chief, Rules, Directives and Editing Branch
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Mail Stop T-6-D59

Washington, DC 20555-0001

Dear Sir or Madame,

Reference is made to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for an Early Site Permit
for the Vogtle Electric Generating Plant Site. Staff of the South Carolina Department of Natural
Resources (SCDNR) have reviewed the extensive DEIS. This correspondence includes
comments on the DEIS, respectfully submitted.

The Vogtle Electric Generating Plant Site including planned additions of Units 3 and 4 are
located in the state of Georgia on the Savannah River. The Savannah River is the border for
most of the length of the boundary between Georgia and South Carolina. The Savannah River is
a shared river, in boundary, as well as with respect to fish and wildlife and other natural
resources.

SCDNR has a number of concerns regarding natural resource impacts of the planned facility
expansion to include at least the following:

1. Water use and consumptive loss — We have justified concerns over water use and
consumptive loss in a heavily impacted surface water body, the Savannah River.
This river currently is under low flow conditions to include flows lower than
presently approved Stage 3 flow release protocols from the J. Strom Thurmond
Dam. While projected water use and loss from a potential plant expansion is small it
must be considered in both the cumulative and also the drought contexts requiring
careful examination of further use and loss. SCDNR recently has requested the US
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Army Corps of Engineers to initiate an environmental assessment for further flow
reductions of the Savannah River from the Thurmond Dam due to the deepening of
the drought of record during 2007. Currently net inflow to Lake Thurmond is
approximately 500 cfs and releases are approximately 3600 cfs. If the current
drought persists Lake Thurmond outflow will be reduced to 500 cfs. Operation of
the proposed reactor units 3 and 4 would result in an unprecedented percentage
withdrawal of water from the Savannah River for the Vogtle facility during such
flows. This level of withdrawal would result in catastrophic natural resource and
human impacts. Additional withdrawal should not be permitted under low and very
low flow protocols, and other sources of water will have to supplement water
withdrawn from the Savannah River. The project sponsors should develop a
contingency plan to describe where additional water for the Vogtle plant will come
from should such a scenario occur.

2. Potential impacts to ground water reserves and aquifers — We do not believe the
DEIS adequately describes potential impacts to groundwater reserves and aquifers
during low and very low flow Savannah River conditions. The contingency plan
recommended above should address potential impacts to groundwater reserves and
aquifers.

3. Water quality impacts — The DEIS describes some potential water quality impacts
associated with thermal pollution, and consumptive water loss including water
quality impacts associated with construction activities related to planned dredging of
the Savannah River at the plant site as well as potential dredging of the navigation
channel. SCDNR is concerned the DEIS minimizes potential water quality impacts
associated with these activities; supplementary information on potential water
quality impacts, particularly during low and very low flow conditions is needed to
adequately assess potential water quality impacts to the Savannah River.

4. Fish and Wildlife Impacts — There will be a host of undetermined fish and wildlife
impacts over the length of the Savannah River from the plant site to the Savannah
Harbor and Savannah River estuary related to construction activities as described in
the DEIS. We do not believe the DEIS adequately describes the range of fish and
wildlife impacts, and we recommend development of supplementary information in
consultation with required agencies as defined by the Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act (FWCA) (16 U.S.C. 661-667¢; the Act of March 10, 1934; Ch. 55;
48 Stat. 401), as amended by the Act of June 24, 1936, Ch. 764, 49 Stat. 913; the
Act of August 14, 1946, Ch. 965, 60 Stat. 1080; the Act of August 5, 1947, Ch. 489,
61 Stat. 770; the Act of May 19, 1948, Ch. 310, 62 Stat. 240; P.L. 325, October 6,
1949, 63 Stat. 708; P.L. 85-624, August 12, 1958, 72 Stat. 563; and P.L. 89-72, 79
Stat. 216, July 9, 1965; and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the
Environmental Quality Improvement Act of 1970, as amended (42 U.S.C. 4371 et
seq.), sec. 309 of the Clean Air Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 7609), and E.O. 11514
(Mar. 5, 1970, as amended by E.O. 11991, May 24, 1977. The project sponsor and
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DEIS preparers are required under NEPA and FWCA to coordinate and consult with
SCDNR and, as of today, have not.

Because of nuclear energy’s relatively non-existent green-house gas emissions SCDNR generally
supports opportunities to consult, review and participate in discussions involving additional
reliance on nuclear power for generation of electricity. In view of the lack of consultation and
coordination with SCDNR by the project sponsor and DEIS preparers, and the magnitude of
potential impacts, SCDNR urges diligence and additional documentation/consultation with
respect to these potential project impacts: (1) water use and loss, (2) aquifer and groundwater
reserves, (3) water quality impacts, and (4) fish and wildlife impacts — particularly associated
with low and very low flow conditions in the Savannah River.

Please contact me if you have any questions regarding this matter. Thank you in advance.

Sincerely,

Robert D. Pery

Robert D. Perry
Special Projects Manager
Office of Environmental Programs

c: Hank Stallworth
Steve DeKozlowski
Bud Badr
Greg Mixon
Breck Carmichael
Vivianne Vejdani
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