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Comments on Plant Vogtle Expansion 
 
  
 
I have two general comments on the expansion of the Vogtle Nuclear Plant. 
 
  
 
First, while dry cooling might not be considered a viable alternative in a 
relatively wet climate like that of Georgia's, from a natural resource 
conservation perspective it would certainly be preferable to wet cooling as 
described in the EIS.  But, given that wet cooling is the highly probable 
choice, I have three recommendations: (1) Install sequential condensers in 
closed loops until the water temperature is reduced below 50oC.  This will 
evaporate less water and return more of the water to the river. (2) Install 
a cooling system for the effluent water that air cools the 50oC water to 
about 42oC.  Then it can be run through a sequence of shaded wetlands to 
cool it within 2-3oC of ambient temperature. (3) Aerate the outfall water by 
tumbling it over rocks before it enters the river.  The water entering the 
river should be within 3oC of the temperature of the river upstream and 
dissolved oxygen in the water should be about 80% saturated when it enters 
the river. 
 
  
 
The second comment is about education and efficiency.  Since energy 
generation uses more water in Georgia than all other uses combined, energy 
generation is important for water conservation.  It is essential that 
Georgians understand that not only does efficient energy use save them 
money, it saves water as well.  I think that approval of the Plant Vogtle 
expansion should include a plan to educate the public about the use of 
energy and its effect on our water supplies, i.e. energy efficiency 
contributes very significantly to water efficiency.  Georgia Power should be 
tasked with the responsibility to get the message to the public as a 
requirement of their permit to build the additional capacity. 
 
  
 
Frank Carl 
Executive Director 
 



Savannah Riverkeeper 
 
706-364-5253 
 
1226 River Ridge Rd 
 
Augusta, GA 30909 
 
frank.carl@savannahriverkeeper.org 
 
www.savannahriverkeeper.org 
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Comments on Plant Vogtle Expansion 
  
I have two general comments on the expansion of the Vogtle Nuclear Plant. 
  
First, while dry cooling might not be considered a viable alternative in a relatively wet climate like that of Georgia’s, 
from a natural resource conservation perspective it would certainly be preferable to wet cooling as described in the 
EIS.  But, given that wet cooling is the highly probable choice, I have three recommendations: (1) Install sequential 
condensers in closed loops until the water temperature is reduced below 50oC.  This will evaporate less water and 
return more of the water to the river. (2) Install a cooling system for the effluent water that air cools the 50oC water to 
about 42oC.  Then it can be run through a sequence of shaded wetlands to cool it within 2-3oC of ambient temperature. 
(3) Aerate the outfall water by tumbling it over rocks before it enters the river.  The water entering the river should be 
within 3oC of the temperature of the river upstream and dissolved oxygen in the water should be about 80% saturated 
when it enters the river. 
  
The second comment is about education and efficiency.  Since energy generation uses more water in Georgia than all 
other uses combined, energy generation is important for water conservation.  It is essential that Georgians understand 
that not only does efficient energy use save them money, it saves water as well.  I think that approval of the Plant 
Vogtle expansion should include a plan to educate the public about the use of energy and its effect on our water 
supplies, i.e. energy efficiency contributes very significantly to water efficiency.  Georgia Power should be tasked with 
the responsibility to get the message to the public as a requirement of their permit to build the additional capacity. 
  
Frank Carl 
Executive Director 
Savannah Riverkeeper 
706-364-5253 
1226 River Ridge Rd 
Augusta, GA 30909 
frank.carl@savannahriverkeeper.org 
www.savannahriverkeeper.org 
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