
 
 
From:  Bruce Fabrick <bkfab@bellsouth.net> 
To:   <VOGTLE_EIS@nrc.gov> 
Date:   12/23/2007 12:02:34 PM  
Subject:  nuclear expansion permit  
 
Dear Nuclear Regulators, 
 
I am deeply concerned that Vogtle, as part of the nuclear industry is   
motivated not by profits from the open market but by government   
subsidies that prop up a sector that is manifestly, incontrovertibly   
incapable of producing a safe product at a competitive price. I   
encourage you to deny the expansion permit on these grounds. 
 
Today's economy is demonstrably shaky, and government spending is   
absurdly out of control, having run up deficits in the past six years   
equal to those of the entire history of this country. Nuclear power   
is a luxury approach to our energy problems, not to mention an   
unimaginative one that has been a proven failure in the last three   
decades of such financial magnitude as to have completely destroyed   
the trust of the investment community. The industry was essentially   
dead after the minor accident at Three Mile Island, until those with   
big investments at risk created legislation to compel the taxpayer to   
fund the moribund experiment with subsidies. 
 
The taxpayer cannot afford to subsidize this experiment any longer,   
since nuclear is not the only alternative to oil and coal - there are   
a fantastic variety of alternative energy sources that must be   
harnessed with the same investment and brain-power that have been   
poured into nuclear's sadly failed development. Huge government is a   
thing of the past, and incidental fine print like the Price-Andersen   
Act transferring the liability of the unsound nuclear industry from   
the unwilling private insurance industry to the back of the already   
staggering taxpayer stands as an arrogant, underhanded taking of   
personal, constitutionally guaranteed rights. The very notion of   
indemnifying an inherently noxious industry by forcing the population   
to carry the risk of their own destruction is astonishing, and   
remains a burden yet undefined and untested, a burden too great. 
 
I think we deserve a safer, more defensible power generation system,   
and suggest that nuclear power generation, and its expansion, are   
contrary to the President's goals and those of the Department of   
Homeland Security. Distributed energy sources should be considered a   
huge benefit rather than a detriment, because they eliminate the   
centralized plant and extensive distribution infrastructure   
characterizing nuclear power that are so vulnerable to terrorist   
attack. Distributed, safe, low-power energy generation provides no   



targets for bombing or sabotage because the removal of any one node   
of a distributed network is inconsequential for the country as a   
whole, unlike the massive disruption that would accompany accompany   
the crippling of any one large central generating plant that can   
easily ripple throughout the energy grid with blackouts across the   
country. 
 
Lastly I would like to consider the costs of decommissioning, which   
have not yet been faced at a single large nuclear power facility.   
Estimates for safe destruction have been placed as great or greater   
than the cost of design and construction of the initial facility,   
costs which are not included in the economic calculations leading to   
projection of cost for the ratepayer. We cannot afford to expand this   
industry at Vogtle, nor to continue the attempt to revive this dead   
thing called the nuclear industry. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Bruce Fabrick 
114 Woodlawn Avenue 
Decatur, GA 30030 
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