
 
 
 

February 4, 2008 
 
 
 
 
Debbie Gilley, Chairperson 
Conference of Radiation Control 
   Program Directors, Inc. 
205 Capital Avenue 
Frankfort, Kentucky  40601 
 
Dear Ms. Gilley: 
 

On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), I am responding to your 
letter of December 20, 2007, submitted on behalf of the Board of Directors of the Conference of 
Radiation Control Program Directors, Inc. (CRCPD), which informed the Commission of a recent 
resolution passed by the CRCPD membership relating to the control and disposal of tritium exit 
signs.  I understand in a discussion with Dennis Rathbun of NRC’s Office of Federal and State 
Materials and Environmental Management Programs (FSME) on January 3, 2008, you indicated 
that your letter should not be considered a petition for rulemaking.   
 

The NRC issued a regulatory information summary (RIS) in late 2006 (RIS 2006-025) to 
the distributors and general licensees possessing tritium exit signs to remind the regulated 
community of their responsibilities for proper control, reporting, transfer, and disposal.  By 
issuing the RIS, the NRC’s intent was to minimize the chances that tritium exit signs will be 
disposed of incorrectly, be disposed of in the nation’s landfills, or be sold on eBay or in other 
venues such as flea markets.  The only authorized disposal method for generally licensed 
tritium exit signs is by transfer to a specific licensee for disposition. 

 
The FSME staff plans to discuss these concerns further with you during the next routine 

NRC-OAS-CRCPD conference call.  If these discussions result in a consensus that studies and 
actions suggested by your letter would result in risk-significant improvements to public health 
and safety, then close and active participation by the States as well as other interested 
stakeholders would be essential in developing any new regulatory framework.  Early and 
meaningful interactions with the States would be a critical factor in developing any effective 
solution to this issue. 

 
The Commission appreciates the efforts that the CRCPD members have taken thus far 

in raising awareness on this issue.   
 
     Sincerely, 
 
 
           /RA/ 
 
     Dale E. Klein 
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