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Attachment E: Safety Analysis Report Acceptance Review Guide - For a Combined 
License Application referencing a Design Certification that has not been certified (e.g., 
reviewed concurrently) 

 
Generally, 10 CFR 52.55(c) states, “An applicant for a construction permit or combined license 
may, at its own risk, reference in its application a design for which a design certification has 
been docketed but not granted.”  Following this requirement, there would likely be a minimum 
60-day lag between the submittal of a DC application and a COL application referencing the DC 
since the target timeframe of the expanded DC acceptance review is 60 days1. 
 
Following this interpretation of the requirement, this specific acceptance review guide provides 
supplemental information to the body of the office instruction and Attachment C to the office 
instruction, as noted. 
 

1. Section 3.2.2 of this office instruction, Subsection “Completeness and Technical 
Sufficiency,” and Attachment C:  “Safety Analysis Report Acceptance Review Guide – 
For a Combined License Application (COLA) Referencing a Certified Design,” – The staff 
performing the COL acceptance review should treat a section or portion of a section 
incorporated by reference to the DCD as “complete and technically sufficient,” as long 
as, the scope of information to be addressed within the COLA is complete (anticipated 
contents are identified in Section C.III.1, “Information Needed for a Combined License 
Application Referencing a Certified Design”).  Missing, incomplete, or technically 
insufficient information should be addressed consistent with guidance within this office 
instruction, that is, should be documented as incomplete in the tables in Attachment C. 

 
The staff can assume that the COL review and the DC review will proceed in parallel, 
and that issues within the DC review will be resolved within the DC review and COL 
issues will be resolved within the COL review.  The information incorporated by 
reference must become certified before the COL can be issued.  Furthermore, an open 
item will be added to the COL safety evaluation report with open items related to the 
need for the COL applicant to supplement the COLA as necessary to address resolution 
of issues in the DC.  

 
2. Section 3.2.2, Subsection “Identification of Dependencies among Concurrent Reviews,” 

– This section was originally written to address parallel review activities and covers this 
situation. 

 
3. Section III of Attachment C, Reducing or Eliminating Planned Resources (Staff-Hours):  

For both complete and partial IBR, Review Phase 4 will be when the applicant 
addresses the “DC Open Item” discussed previously, and the staff will re-verify the use 
of IBR.  This becomes a mini-acceptance review.  For new information, the introduction 

                                                
1 If the COL application precedes docketing of the DC application, then the schedule for the respective 
acceptance reviews will be determined on a case-by-case basis (e.g., Bellefonte COLA referencing 
proposed Revision 16 to the AP1000 Design Control Document).  The acceptance reviews may be done 
in series, in parallel or as a combined review.  Things to consider in the conduct of these reviews:  
efficiency, effectiveness, and complexity of the technical issues.  While the acceptance review 
schedule(s) will be developed on a case-by-case basis, it is important to note that the Commission 
direction in COMDEK-07-0001/COMJSM-07-0001 prescribed the expanded acceptance review to be 60 
days. 
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of a COL issue will be assessed for schedule and resource impacts when the application 
is revised. 

 
4. Section 3.4, Review schedules are dependent on/driven by the progress and completion 

of the DC review – not the target schedule of 30-monthes for a COL referencing a 
certified DC – Any delays in the DC schedule will automatically impact the COL 
schedule. 

 
5. Attachment C in the office instruction includes a list of items the reviewer should be 

familiar with prior to starting the review. This list identifies “concurrent reviews,” 
emphasizing that the DC acceptance review and subsequent docketed DC detailed 
technical review, if underway, serve as input during the acceptance review of the COL 
such that schedule dependencies can be established.  In addition, this information could 
lead to the identification of certain challenging DC review areas which may impact the 
COL review schedule.  Significant impacts to a review area may necessitate that the 
NRC recommend deferral of the COL review until after the issue is resolved within the 
DC.  The dependencies/deferral of certain review areas are reserved for those areas in 
which the resolution of the DC issue will cause significant rework during the COL after 
the issue is resolved. 
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