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Dear Mr. Kingsley:

SUBJECT: WATTS BAR UNIT 1 AND 2 - RESPONSE TO BULLETIN 89-03 (TAC NO. 75474
AND 754751

On November 21, 1989, the NRC staff issued Bulletin 89-03, "Potential Loss of
Required Shutdown Margin During Refueling Operations." The bulletin requested
that all PWR licensees and PWR construction permit holders take the actions
described in the bulletin to ensure that an adequate shutdown margin is main-
tained during all refueling operations. To accomplish this, three actions
were described:

1. Assure that any intermediate fuel assembly configuration (including
control rods) intended to be used during refueling is identified and
evaluated to maintain sufficient refueling boron concentration to result
in a minimum shutdown margin of approximately 5%.

2. Assure that fuel loading procedures only allow those intermediate fuel
assembly configurations that do not violate the allowable shutdown margin
and that these procedures are strictly adhered to.

3. Assure that the staff responsible for refueling operations is trained in
the procedures recommended in Item 2 above and understand the potential
consequences of violating these procedures. This training should include
the fundamental aspects of criticality control with enriched fuel
assemblies.

By letter dated June 19, 1990, you responded to Bulletin 89-03 which indicated
that programs are in place to address all three actions described above.
Therefore, we consider your response to Bulletin 89-03 to be satisfactory and
TAC Nos. 75474 and 75475 to be closed.

Sincerely,

Cvionsi igned bYl

Peter S. Tam, Senior Project Manager
Project Directorate II-4
Division of Reactor Projects - I/II
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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, Mr-. Oliver D. Kingsley, Jr.

cc:
Mr. Marvin Runyon, Chairman
Tennessee Valley Authority
ET 12A 7A
400 West Summit Hill Drive
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902

Director
Tennessee Valley Authority
ET 12A 11A
400 West Summit Hill Drive
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902

Mr. John B. Waters, Director
Tennessee Valley Authority
ET 12A 9A
400 West Summit Hill Drive
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902

Mr. W. F. Willis
Chief Operating Officer
ET 12B 16B
400 West Summit Hill Drive
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902

General Counsel
Tennessee Valley Authority
400 West Summit Hill Drive
ET 11B 33H
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902

Mr. Dwight Nunn
Vice President, Nuclear Engineering
Tennessee Valley Authority
6N 38A Lookout Place
1101 Market Street
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37902

Dr. Mark 0. Medford
Vice President and Nuclear

Technical Director
Tennessee Valley Authority
6N 38A Lookout Place
Chattanooga. Tennessee 37402-2801

Mr. Edward G. Wallace
Manager, Nuclear Licensing

and Regulatory Affairs
Tennessee Valley Authority
5N 157B Lookout Place
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402-2801

Mr. Dan Douthit, Program Manager
Watts Bar Nuclear Plant
Tennessee Valley Authority
P. 0. Box 800
Spring City, Tennessee 37381

Mr. R. J. Stevens, Site Licensing Manager
Watts Bar Nuclear Plant
Tennessee Valley Authority
P. 0. Box 800
Spring City, Tennessee 37381

Mr. Richard F. Wilson
Vice President, New Projects
Tennessee Valley Authority
6N 38A Lookout Place
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402-2801

Honorable Robert Aikman, County Judge
Rhea County Courthouse
Dayton, Tennessee 37321

Honorable Johnny Powell, County Judge
Meigs County Courthouse, Route 2
Decatur, Tennessee 37322

Mr. Michael H. Mobley, Director
Division of Radiological Health
T.E.R.R.A. Building, 6th Floor
150 9th Avenue North
Nashville, Tennessee 37219-5404

Regional Administrator, Region II
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
101 Marietta Street, N.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30323

Senior Resident Inspector
Watts Bar Nuclear Plant
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Route 2, Box 700
Spring City, Tennessee 37321

Tennessee Valley Authority
Rockville Office
11921 Rockville Pike
Suite 402
Rockville, Maryland 20852
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