
 
 
From:  <SBOOHER@aol.com> 
To:   <VOGTLE_EIS@nrc.gov> 
Date:   12/18/2007 2:28:27 PM  
Subject:  I have concerns  
 
NRC 
  
I have two concerns that I hope you will consider. 
(1)  Insufficient Water and Hot water,  (2)  Cost of  building and then  
removing a Nuclear Site 
  
 
(1) Currently the GA Port Authority is spending millions of dollars  pumping  
oxygen into the Savannah River in the vicinity of the City of Savannah  due to  
the low oxygen content that will not support aquatic life in the  river. 
Everyone seems to think it is pollution that is causing the problem.   No one  
but you and I are looking to the current 62 million gallons a day of cool   
water Plant Vogtle takes from the river and then returns 21 million gallons of   
hot water.   This hot water does not hold oxygen and thus is one of  the  
primary reasons for the sub par level of oxygen.    So now  what is Southern  
Company want to do?  Take twice as much water and return  then twice as much 
hot  
water to a river that is already in violation of DO  (dissolved oxygen ) levels  
to support aquatic life. 
  
I understand Southern Company says they are not taking a significant amount   
of water from the Savannah River then they say they return all but 7% in South  
 East.    That is not turn of the Savannah River. 
In 1184 the savannah River flowed (according to USGS) at 15,000 cubic feet   
per second.  Today it flows at 6,000 cubic feet per sec. There  has been a  
straight line decrease form 1884 till today.   Once this  permit to lose 80  
million gallons a day ( remove 121 million and only  return 41 million gallons per  
day) is approved, it will never be  changed.   Even as the flow continues to  
drop.    Today  with the drought only 3,600 cubic feet per second is being  
releases from Clark  Hill/ Thurmond dam.    Much of that is water lost into  
Columbia  County,  Augusta, and SRS (Savannah River Site).   I offer during  
drought  
periods, 80 million is a significant amount. 
  
Until Southern Company can come up with a way to return an adequate amount   
of river water and return it at a reasonably cool river temperature, this plant  
 should not be expanded.    If approved a restriction to NOT  run the third  
and fourth Reactor during low flow conditions should be written  into the  
approval process. 
 
(2)   Nuclear energy is the most  costly of all the forms of electrical  



generation. 
The cost of initial building and then the cost of taking down and disposing   
of a nuclear plant should make nuclear production cost  prohibitive.    I know  
with the citizens funding the building and  destruction costs, Southern  
Company prefers nuclear energy.   They  should like it. 
 
Solar power is the future source of all electrical power.   I  would ask that  
this permit begin pointing Southern Company is the direction of  the future.   
 Some way require Southern to do a cost analysis  comparison against solar  
power.    Solar wins if there are any  tax breaks.     Nuclear wins only because  
the citizens fund  it. 
  
Sam Booher 
4387 Roswell Dr 
Augusta, GA  30907 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vogtle_EIS@nrc.gov 
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(http://food.aol.com/top-rated-recipes?NCID=aoltop00030000000004) 
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NRC 
  
I have two concerns that I hope you will consider. 
(1)  Insufficient Water and Hot water,  (2)  Cost of building and then removing a Nuclear Site 
  
 
(1) Currently the GA Port Authority is spending millions of dollars pumping oxygen into the Savannah River in the vicinity of the 
City of Savannah due to the low oxygen content that will not support aquatic life in the river. 
Everyone seems to think it is pollution that is causing the problem.  No one but you and I are looking to the current 62 million 
gallons a day of cool water Plant Vogtle takes from the river and then returns 21 million gallons of hot water.   This hot water 
does not hold oxygen and thus is one of the primary reasons for the sub par level of oxygen.    So now what is Southern 
Company want to do?  Take twice as much water and return then twice as much hot water to a river that is already in violation 
of DO (dissolved oxygen ) levels to support aquatic life. 
  
I understand Southern Company says they are not taking a significant amount of water from the Savannah River then they say 
they return all but 7% in South East.    That is not turn of the Savannah River. 
In 1184 the savannah River flowed (according to USGS) at 15,000 cubic feet per second.  Today it flows at 6,000 cubic feet per 
sec. There has been a straight line decrease form 1884 till today.   Once this permit to lose 80 million gallons a day ( remove 
121 million and only return 41 million gallons per day) is approved, it will never be changed.   Even as the flow continues to 
drop.    Today with the drought only 3,600 cubic feet per second is being releases from Clark Hill/ Thurmond dam.    Much of 
that is water lost into Columbia County,  Augusta, and SRS (Savannah River Site).   I offer during drought periods, 80 million is 
a significant amount. 
  
Until Southern Company can come up with a way to return an adequate amount of river water and return it at a reasonably cool 
river temperature, this plant should not be expanded.    If approved a restriction to NOT run the third and fourth Reactor during 
low flow conditions should be written into the approval process. 
 
(2)   Nuclear energy is the most costly of all the forms of electrical generation. 
The cost of initial building and then the cost of taking down and disposing of a nuclear plant should make nuclear production 
cost prohibitive.    I know with the citizens funding the building and destruction costs, Southern Company prefers nuclear 
energy.   They should like it. 
Solar power is the future source of all electrical power.   I would ask that this permit begin pointing Southern Company is the 
direction of the future.   Some way require Southern to do a cost analysis comparison against solar power.    Solar wins if there 
are any tax breaks.     Nuclear wins only because the citizens fund it. 
  
Sam Booher 
4387 Roswell Dr 
Augusta, GA 30907 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vogtle_EIS@nrc.gov 
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