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MAY 18 M98I

Docket Mios. 50-390
and 50-391

Mr. H. G.-,Parris
Manager of Power
Tennessee Valley Authority
500 A Chestnut Street, Tower II
Chattanoga, Tennessee 37401

Dear MIr. Parris:

Subject: Ervironmental Qualification Program for the Watts Bar Nuclear
Plant, Units I and 2

Your staff stated in an April 13, 1983, letter that the only information
to be provided to demonstrate Watts Bar's compliance with the new rule
on environmental qualification of electrical equipment is a list of
equipment and justifications for interim operation, as required by
subsections 50.49(d) and (i), respectively, of the new rule. Submission
of only this information will not enable the NRC staff to issue a Safety
Evaluation on the Watts Bar environmental qualification program to support
issuance of an operating license. 10 CFR Section 50.34(a), supplemented
by SRP 3.11 and Regulatory Guide 1.70, Section 3.11, specifies the
level of detail required to adequately describe an environmental qualifi-
cation program for staff review and evaluation. The new rule modifies
somewhat the type and extent of information to be submitted, but the
information requested in our February 21, 1980, letter covering harsh
environment electrical equipment which must meet the requirements of
NUREG-0588 remains essentially the same.

Within the next several weeks we will provide guidance on compliance with
the new rule and the changes it has created. It is expected that less
information will be required for mild environment equipment, for example,
but some areas, such as 50.49(b) concerning the scope of equipment in
the program, are new requirements and were not previously required to be
addressed.

Due to the TVA projected fuel load date of January 1984, for the Watts
Bar facility, we recommend that your staff meet with our EQB staff
within 30 days of receipt of this letter to discuss your plans for
completing this program. This will expedite the review process to
ensure that the NRC review of this matter will not interfere with
the Watts Bar fuel load date.
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If you have any questions concerning this rmatter, please contact the project
manager, 1. J. Kenyon, at (301) 492-7266.

Sincerely

Thormas M. 'Novak, Assistant Director
for Licensing

Division of Licensing

cc: See next page
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Mr H. G. Parris
Manager of Power
Tennessee Valley Authority
500A Chestnut Street, Tower II
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37401

cc: Herbert S. Sanger, Jr. , Esq.
General Counsel.
Tennessee Valley Authority
400 Commerce Avenue
E11B33
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902

Mr. W. Luce
Westinghouse Electric Corporation
P.O. Box 355
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15230

Mr. Ralph Shell
Tennessee Valley Authority
400 Chestnut Street, Tower II
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37401

Mr. Donald L. Williams, Jr.
Tennessee Valley Authority
400 West Summit Hill Drive, Wl0B85
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902

Resident Inspector/Watts Bar NPS
c/o U.S. Nuclear Regulatory

Commi ssion
Rt. 2 - Box 300
Spring City, Tennessee 37831

Mr. David Ormsby
Tennessee Valley Authority
400 Chestnut Street, Tower II
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37401

James P. O'Reilly, Regional Administrator
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission,

Region II
101 Marietta Street, Suite 3100
Atlanta, Georgia 30303


