January 7, 2008

MEMORANDUM TO: H. Brent Clayton, Chief
Environmental Technical Support Branch
Division of Site and Environmental Reviews
Office of New Reactors

FROM: Irene W. Yu, Project Manager IRA/
Environmental Technical Support Branch
Division of Site and Environmental Reviews
Office of New Reactors

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF DECEMBER 6, 2007, PUBLIC MEETING
ON ENHANCING THE EFFICIENCY AND EFFECTIVENESS
OF THE U.S NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
(NRC) ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS

On Thursday, December 6, 2007, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff held a
Category 3 public meeting with interested stakeholders to gather comments on how to enhance
the efficiency and effectiveness of the NRC environmental review process. This meeting
included a roundtable consisting of representatives from NRC, Council on Environmental
Quality, Environmental Protection Agency, Department of Energy, Florida Department of
Environmental Protection, Maryland Department of Natural Resources, Greenpeace, Blue Ridge
Environmental Defense League, Union of Concerned Scientists, American Nuclear Society, and
the Nuclear Energy Institute. Enclosure 1 is the list of attendees, Enclosure 2 is the meeting
agenda, and Enclosure 3 is the slide package used by the staff at the beginning of the meeting.
Approximately 70 individuals, including NRC staff and members from various federal, state, and
local agencies, public interest groups, and industry groups, attended the meeting. The meeting
was transcribed by a court reporter and the transcript is in Enclosure 4.

After a brief introduction, the staff provided an overview of the NRC environmental review
process, including previous and current improvement efforts. These improvements include the
recent Part 52 and Limited Work Authorization rulemakings, the development of an internal
website for staff and contractors to share guidance and information on the environmental
reviews, updates to the Environmental Standard Review Plan, and an automated system to
capture comments. The overview also included a discussion of what NRC is required to do
under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), what the regulations from the Council on
Environmental Quality tells NRC to do, and what is required by NRC regulations 10 CFR Part 51
that implement NEPA.
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After the formal presentations given by NRC staff, roundtable participants presented
comments and suggestions on how to improve the environmental review process.
Comments and suggestions made during the roundtable discussion focused mainly on
the areas of early communication with stakeholders, open public participation,
improvement of guidance documents, availability of documents, length of the reviews
and comment periods, how to deal with generic environmental issues, and the
availability and capabilities of NRC staff and contractors.

After the roundtable discussion, members of the public were invited to provide
comments. The public provided comments, which echoed the comments and
suggestions made by the roundtable. These included how to deal with generic
environmental issues, early communication with stakeholders, improvement of the
guidance documents, and open public participation.

In an effort to improve communication and increase interaction with members of the
public, NRC staff encouraged the public to submit comments and meeting feedback
forms. Public comments will be taken until January 7, 2008. The staff will consider all of
the comments and suggestions made and will issue a paper with the results of our
review by the end of March 2008. Comments received after January 7 will be
considered to the extent practical.

The written documents that were received as part of the public meeting are available in
the NRC’s Agencywide Document Access and Management System (ADAMS) under the
following ML numbers:

1. MLO73440155

2. MLO73410673

3. ML073521288

Enclosures:
As stated

cc: w/o enclosures: See next page
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Ms. Sara Barczak

Safe Energy Director

Southern Alliance for Clean Energy
428 Bull Street, Suite 201
Savannah, GA 31401

Mr. Brendan Hoffman

Research Associate on Nuclear Energy
Public Citizens Critical Mass Energy and
Environmental Program

215 Pennsylvania Ave. SE

Washington, DC 20003

Mr. Don L. Klima

Director

Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation

Office of Federal Agency Programs
1100 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Suite 803
Washington, DC 20003



Email Addressees

miller.anne@epa.gov (Anne Norton Miller)
rmclean@dnr.state.md.us (Richard McLean)
Gerald.Gears@nuclear.energy.gov (Gerald Gears)
jim.riccio@wdc.greenpeace.org (James Riccio)
bredl@skybest.com (Louis Zeller)
jblock@ucsusa.org (Jon Block)
turner@mccallumturner.com (Kyle Turner)
Mimi.Drew@dep.state.fl.us (Mimi Drew)
APH@NEI.org (Adrian Heymer)

RJB@NEI.org (Russell Bell)

AWC@NElI.org (Anne Cottingham)
Horst_Greczmiel@ceq.eop.gov (Horst Greczmiel)
dlochbaum@UCSUSA.org (David Lochbaum)
paul@beyondnuclear.org (Paul Gunter)
Tom.miller@hg.doe.gov (Thomas Miller)
willie_taylor@os.doi.gov (Willie Taylor)
cvaughn@achp.gov (Charlene Vaughn)
ethel.eaton@dhr.virginia.gov (Ethel Eaton)
eva.hickey@pnl.gov (Eva Hickey)
david.bernhardt@noaa.gov (David Bernhardt)
djallard@state.pa.us (David Allard)
Layne.Bolen@noaa.gov (Layne Bolen)

Jerry. Taylor@ferc.gov (Jerry Taylor)
alan.d.shirey@usace.army.mil (Alan Shirey)
brian.costner@eh.doe.gov (Brian Costner)
trsmith@winston.com (Tyson Smith)
dwheeler@enercon.com (Duke Wheeler)
zimmermangp@ornl.gov (Greg Zimmerman)
creid@bechtel.com (Cal Reid)
george.wrobel@unistarnuclear.com (George Wrobel)
Ick@nei.org (Leslie Kass)
joshua.trembley@exeloncorp.com (Joshua Trembley)
tcmoorer@southernco.com (Tom Moorer)
kbnolan@duke_energy.com (Kate Nolan)
Corinne.Macaluso@rw.doe.gov (Corinne Macaluso)
william_maher@fpl.com (Bill Maher)
littleton.brian@epa.gov (Brian Littleton)
thomas.bigford@noaa.gov (Tom Bigford)
michael.s.taylor@usace.army.mil (Michael Taylor)
hans.graven@psgs.com (Johannes Graven)
fourfor@entergy.com (Jerry Burford)
eva.hickey@pnl.gov (Eva Hickey)
patriciaL.Campbell@ge.com (Patricia Campbell)
jXlrc@comcast.net (Jim Lieberman)
sfrantz@morganlewis.com (Steve Frantz)
al.baione@psgs.com (Al Baione)
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