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fyi 
 
>>> John Boska 11/16/07 9:23 AM >>> 
Blake, I will be there. Attached are copies of the press release and the letter to the NRC on license renewal. 
 
John P. Boska 
Indian Point Project Manager, DORL 
FitzPatrick Project Manager 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
301-415-2901 
email: jpb1@nrc.gov  
 
>>> Blake Welling 11/16/2007 8:54 AM >>> 
Good Morning, 
 
Region I/DRP is requesting your participation in a conference call TODAY at 10:30 am to discuss the communication plan 
for GI-199 and its relationship to a press release issued yesterday by the NY State Attorney General's Office about 
seismic concerns in the NY City area. The press release mentions the USGS survey. 
 
Time: 10:30 - 11:15 am 
Location: DRP Conf Rm for Region I 
Phone: 800-638-8081 
Passcode: 9534#  
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WHITE PLAINS, NY (November 15, 2007) - Attorney General Andrew M. Cuomo today announced that he and the Attorneys 
General of five other states have submitted a letter to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) expressing serious concerns 
about the NRC’s continued disregard of safety issues - including susceptibility to earthquakes or terrorist attacks - when deciding 
whether to renew the operating license of a nuclear power plant beyond its initial 40 year term. 

“The NRC’s failure to address safety issues including updating its review of seismic activity in the relicensing of nuclear power
plants is irresponsible,” said Attorney General Cuomo. “The NRC should have learned a lesson from this summer’s earthquake in 
Japan, which forced the emergency shutdown of the world’s largest nuclear plant and resulted in the release of radioactive 
material into the air and water. Our letter illustrates the concern states across the nation have about nuclear power plant safety.” 

Beyond the threat of terrorism, the U.S. Geological Survey has indicated there is a “significant” hazard for earthquakes in the New 
York metropolitan region. Geologists warn that a substantial earthquake in the region could be more disastrous than those in the
Western U.S. due to the rocky nature of the earth’s crust on the East Coast being capable of transmitting more powerful 
shockwaves.

Under current regulations, NRC license renewal procedures address age-related structural degradation of fixed, non-moving 
components, like reactor cores, containment systems, pipes and electrical cables, but do not specifically include factors that are 
also relevant to the avoidance of catastrophe, such as: 

Location of the plant and population density  

Security and susceptibility to a terrorist attack  

Adequacy of emergency warning and evacuation plans  

Geographic and seismic issues  

Westchester County Executive Andy Spano said, “The Indian Point re-licensing process must consider all the possible threats to 
this plant, whether it’s an earthquake, a terrorist attack or the fact that it is located in one of the most populated areas in the 
nation. We welcome the support of Attorney General Cuomo and the other Attorney Generals in our continued fight to protect the 
health and safety of the residents of the Hudson Valley.’’ 

Hudson Riverkeeper President Alex Matthiessen said, “Riverkeeper commends Attorney General Cuomo and his colleagues for 
challenging the NRC's failure to adequately address seismic risks during the relicensing review, when every aspect of a nuclear
plant's operations, particularly safety and security risks, must be evaluated. Indian Point is an aging, badly maintained facility 
operating in the midst of twenty million people, all of whom deserve the most rigorous, in-depth review possible. Anything less is 
an abdication of NRC's responsibility to protect public health and safety.”  

In addition to Attorney General Cuomo, the letter to the NRC was joined by Attorneys General Richard Blumenthal of 
Connecticut, Beau Biden, III, of Delaware, Lisa Madigan of Illinois, Gregory B. Stumbo of Kentucky and William H. Sorrell of 

Department of Law 
120 Broadway 
New York, NY 10271 
212-416-8060  

For Immediate Release: 

Department of Law
The State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224
518-473-5525 

November 15, 2007 

ATTORNEY GENERAL CUOMO & 5 OTHER STATES DEMAND NRC CONSIDER TERRORISM AND EARTHQUAKES 
WHEN RELICENSING NUCLEAR PLANTS
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Vermont.

The New York Attorney General’s work on this issue is being handled by Assistant Attorneys General John Sipos and Janice 
Dean under the supervision of Special Deputy Attorney General Katherine Kennedy. 

Attachment:  

NRC Letter
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