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Mr. H. G. Parris

Hanager of Power

Tennessee Valley Authority
500A Chestnut Street Tower Il
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37401

Dear Mr. Parris:v

SUBJECT: WATTS BAR CONTROL ROOM CEILING TILE FLAMMABILITY

During a recent visit to the Watts Bar control room, the NRC staff discovered
that the control room ceiling was constructed with an apparently flammable tile.
The tile ignites quite easily when exposed to an open flame and is not self
extingufshing. }

You are requested to look into this matter, identify the tile, and provide us
with the results of your assessment and such corrective action as you propose
for your Natts Bar facility.

You are also requested to determine and inform us as to whether a simflar
situation exists and needs correction at any of your other nuclear plants
that have been designed, are under construction, or are in operation,
especially your Sequoyah and Browns Ferry facilities whzch are in operation,

Your response and corrective action plans and schedules are requested within
20 days from the date of this letter. N

Sincerely,

5/

Robert L. Tedesco, Assistant Director
for Licensing
Division of Licensing

cc: See next page
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Mr. H. G. Parris

cc:

Mr. Jerry E. Wills

Tennessee Valley Authority
400 Chestnut Street Tower - II
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37401

Mr. William Hubbard
Assistant Attorney General
Supreme Court Building
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

Leroy J. ET11is III, Esq.
Omer, E11is & Brabson
Chancery Building

421 Charlotte Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

Raymond Gibbs, Esq.

111 Commerce Building

316 West Lytle Street
Murfreesboro, Tenressee 37130

John F. Wolf, Chairman, Esq.
3408 Sheoherd Street
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015

Dr. J. VYenn Leeds, Jr.
10807 Atwell
Houston, Texas 77096

Dr. Forrest J. Remick

207 01d Main Building
Pennsylvania State University
University Park, Pennsylvania 16802
Herbert S. Sanger, Jr., Esq.

General Counsel

Tennessee Valley Authority

400 Commerce Avenue E11B33C-K
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902

Alan S. Rosenthal, Esq., Chairman
Atomic Safety & Licensing Appeal Board
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dr. John H. Buck

Mr. Jerome E. Sharfman

"~ Atomic Safety & Licensing Appeal Board

3409 Shepherd Street
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015
Robert Pytle, Esg.

1790 Hayes Street, Suite 204
Nashville, Tennessee 37203

Resident Inspector/Hartsville Nuclear
Power Station

c/o U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

P.0. Box 468

Hartsville, Tennessee 37074

Mr. J. F. Cox

Tennessee Valley Authority

400 Commerce Avenue, W10C131C

Knoxville, Tennessee 37902

Mr. H. N. Culver

Tennessee Valley Authority
400 Commerce Avenue, 2497 HBB
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902

Mr. Bob Faas

Westinghouse Electric Corporation
P. 0. Box 355
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15230
Mr. Mark Burzynski

Tennessee Valley Authority

400 Chestnut Street Tower II
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37401

Resident Inspector/Sequoyah NPS

c/o U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P. 0. Box 699
Hixson, Tennessee 37343

Mr. Michael Harding ,
Westinghouse Electric Corporation
P. 0. Box 355 '
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15230

Mr. David Lambert

Atomic Safety & Licensing Appeal Board Tennessee Valley Authority

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

400 Chestnut Street Tower II
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37401




Mr. H. G. Parris

cc: Resident Inspector/Watts Barr NPS
c/o U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
~P. 0. Box 629
Spring City, Tennessee _ 37831

Ms. Phyllis Peirce
1913 Seaver Road ,
Kingsport, Tennessee 37660

Richard S. Salzman

Atomic Safety & Licensing Appeal Board
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Mr. M. A. McBurnett

Licensing Engineer

Terinessee Valley Authority
400 Chestnut Street Tower 11
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37401

Mr. G. F. Dilworth

Tennessee Valley Authority

400 Commerce Avenue, Room W10C126C-K
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902

Mr. J. W. Veirs

CE Power Systems

Combustion Engineering, Inc.
1000 Prospect Hill Road
Windsor, Connecticut 06095

Ivan W. Smith, Esq., Chairman
Atomic Safety & Licensing Board

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Mr. Lester Kornbiith

Atomic Safety & Licensing Board
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dr. Oscar H. Paris .
Atomic Safety & Licensing Board
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

Mr. E. 6. Beasley

Tennessee Valley Authority
400 Commerce Avenue, 249 HBB
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902

Mr. D. Terrill

Licensing Engineer
Tennessee Valley Authority
400 Chestnut Street Tower II

Chattanooga, Tennessee 37401
Mr. R. A. Wallin

Babcock & Wilcox Company

P. 0. Box 1260

Lynchburg, Virginia 24505
Mr. Robert B. Borsum

Babcock & Wilcox Company
Suite 420 .

7735 01d Georgetown Road
Bethesda, Maryland 20014

Resident Inspector/Bellefonte NPS
c¢/o U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P. 0. Box 477

Hollywood, Alabama 35752
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Victor Benaroya, Chief, Chemical Engineering Branch,
Division of Engineering

FROM: Voss A. Moore, Human Factors Engineering Branch,
Division of Human Factors Safety

SUBJECT: WATTS BAR CEILING TILE

During a recent visit to the Watts Bar control room, the HFEB discovered

that the control room ceiling was constructed with, what appeared to be,

a flammable tile. The tile ignites gquite easily when exposed tc an open

flame and it is not self extinguishing. A sample piece of this tile was

given to Mr. R. L. Ferguson of your branch. It is also our belief that

the ceiling in the control room of TVA's Sequoyah plant is similar to that
- of Watts Bar and probably uses the same type of tile.

This memo is to confirm our recent telephone conversation in which you
indicated your branch would follow through with this apparent problem.

Voss A. Moore, Chief

Human Factors Engineering Branch
Division of Human Factors Safety

Hanauer
Kramer
Schwencer &
Tondi -
Ferguson
Harrison
Stahle

. Scaletti

1&

HFEB Members

cc:
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