December 28, 2007

Dr. William J. Shack, Chairman

Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

SUBJECT: INTERIM LETTER: SOUTHERN NUCLEAR OPERATING COMPANY
APPLICATION FOR THE VOGTLE EARLY SITE PERMIT AND THE
ASSOCIATED NRC SAFETY EVALUATION REPORT WITH OPEN ITEMS

Dear Dr. Shack:

Thank you for your letter dated November 20, 2007, regarding the safety evaluation report (SER)
with open items on Southern Nuclear Operating Company’s (SNC) early site permit (ESP)
application for the Vogtle site. As discussed during the 547" meeting of the Advisory Committee
on Reactor Safeguards (ACRS) on November 1, 2007, the staff is currently working to resolve
several open items in the areas of meteorology, hydrology, geology, seismology, and emergency
planning.

The staff will prepare an SER with no open items and will provide this report to the ACRS.
Following the ACRS’ meeting on the SER, the staff will address any potential issues resulting
from this meeting prior to issuance of the SER.

The staff would like to remind the ACRS that a limited work authorization (LWA) request was
submitted by SNC on August 15, 2007, and is being reviewed in conjunction with the ESP
application. The staff intends the SER with no open items to include staff’s review of the LWA
supplemental request.

The staff appreciates the ACRS’ feedback on the SER with open items and looks forward to the
next meeting in June 2008.

Sincerely,

/RA Martin Virgilio Acting for/

Luis A. Reyes
Executive Director
for Operations

cc: Chairman Klein
Commissioner Jaczko
Commissioner Lyons
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