UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

Protecting People and the Environment

Improving Environmental
Reviews for New Reactors

James E. Lyons, NRO
Andrew J. Kugler, NRO




Agenda

Welcome and Purpose of Meeting (1:00-1:10)

Overview of Environmental Review Process
(1:10-1:20)

Roundtable Introductions and Discussion
(1:20-3:00)

Break (3:00-3:20)

Roundtable Discussion Wrap-Up (3:20-3:35)
Public Comments (3:35-4:25)

Closing (4:25-4:30)




Introduction

 Why are we here?
— Improving effectiveness and efficiency

* Previous and current improvement efforts
— Part 52 rulemaking
— Rulemaking on limited work authorizations
— Internal environmental web site
— Reviewer tools
— Environmental Standard Review Plan update
— Electronic comments capture system

* Your ideas are welcome




Environmental Review Process

* National Environmental Policy Act

— Systematic process

— ldentify the proposed action

— Reveal impacts of the proposed action

— Identify impacts that can’t be avoided

— Evaluate alternatives to the proposed action




Environmental Review Process
(continued)

» Council on Environmental Quality Regulations
include direction to:

— Integrate NEPA with other environmental laws
— Encourage & facilitate public involvement

— ldentify & assess reasonable alternatives to avoid or
minimize adverse impacts (includes mitigation)

— Use tiering and incorporation by reference to avoid
repetition




Environmental Review Process
(continued)
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Next Steps

Submit any additional comments to:
EREVIEW@nrc.gov

Comments due by January 7, 2008
Meeting summary by early January
Staff paper by end of March that provides:

— Resolution for an issue, or
— Plan to proceed on an issue

Summary and paper will be linked to:
www.nrc.gov/reactors/new-licensing/col-applsg
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