December 6, 2007

EA-07-290

Mr. Thomas F. George, Chancellor

The Curators of the University of Missouri
8001 Natural Bridge Road

St. Louis, MO 63121-4999

SUBJECT: WITHDRAWAL OF VIOLATION
Dear Mr. George:

This acknowledges receipt of your letter, dated October 31, 2007, in response to our letter,
dated October 3, 2007, transmitting a Notice of Violation (Notice). Your letter indicated that the
University of Missouri, St. Louis (University), does not believe a violation of License Condition 6
occurred, as discussed in Violation C of the Notice. Violation C stated, contrary to License
Condition 6, that the University possessed a 0.9 microcurie cesium-137/barium-137m generator,
which was not authorized on the license. Your response indicated that 10 CFR 30.18, states, in
part, that any person is exempt from the requirements for a license to possess byproduct
material in individual quantities each of which does not exceed the applicable quantity set forth
in 10 CFR 30.71, Schedule B. The applicable quantity of cesium-137 listed in Schedule B is

10 microcuries. Your response also indicated that the University: (1) identified two additional
cesium-137/barium-137m generators containing a nominal activity of 9 microcuries each; (2) no
longer used these devices; and (3) shipped the devices for disposal on July 12, 2007.

An independent review of this matter was conducted by a member of my technical staff. As part
of that review, we contacted the University’s Radiation Safety Officer, Steven Struck, to obtain
additional information on the material possessed that was cited in the Notice. Mr. Struck, in a
November 18, 2007, e-mail, provided a picture of the additional devices identified, showing a
label that contained the activity and isotope (9 microcuries of cesium/barium-137), the name of
a company (Oxford), and a statement that the devices were exempt from U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission and State licensing requirements. While our review did not identify an
exempt distribution license that was issued to Oxford, other exempt distribution licenses were
identified for other manufacturers who have been authorized to distribute similar devices as an
exempt quantity.

Based on our independent review and the new information provided by Mr. Struck, we have
concluded that Violation C in our Notice did not occur because the devices may be possessed
without an NRC license as an exempt quantity. Therefore, we are withdrawing Violation C of
our Notice that was issued against your license, and we will modify our records accordingly.

Regarding your response to the remaining violations cited in the Notice, we have reviewed your
corrective actions, and have no further questions at this time. These corrective actions will be
examined during a future inspection.



T. George -2-

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC’s “Rules of Practice,” a copy of this letter will be
made available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from
the NRC’s document system (ADAMS), accessible from the NRC Web site at
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Mark A. Satorius
Deputy Regional Administrator

Docket No. 030-32694
License No. 24-00513-38

cc: Nasser Arshadi, Ph.D., Vice Provost for Research
Craig T. Robinson, Coordinator, Environmental Health and Safety
Steven Struck, Radiation Safety Officer, State of Missouri
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