
TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 37902

AUG 21g88

Mr. Ralph M. Sinclair
Manager, Permits Section
Division of Water Pollution Control
Tennessee Department of Health

and Environment
TERRA Building
150 Ninth Avenue, North
Nashville, Tennessee 3 7219-5404

Dear Mr. Sinclair:

WATTS BAR NUCLEAR PLANT (WBN) - NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION
SYSTEM (NPDES) PERMIT NUMBER TN0020168 - UNPERMITTED PAINT SPRAY BOOTH
DISCHARGES

During a recent self-inspection of the WBN site, two minor unpermitted
discharges were noted. Both of these discharges are from paint spray
booths, one of which is used by our construction paint crews and the
other by the plant paint crews. The construction paint booth is used
sparingly and roughly 500 gallons of wastewater are discharged about
ever! two months. The plant paint spray booth has not been used for
about two years, but may be used in the future. When in use, it would
also discharge roughly 500 gallons every two months. Hold orders
prohibiting discharge from both of these facilities were issued when
these unpermitted discharges were discovered.

A sample of the construction paint booth's wastewater was collected
ant analyzed for priority pollutants and the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act (RCRA) extraction metals. The analytical results are
enclosed for your review. The results indicate that the wastewater is
nonha-ardous. Concentrations of most of the priority pollutants were
less than detectable and those which were detected were relatively low.

The construction paint booth discharges to the construction runoff holding
poni( and the plant paint booth discharges to the yard holding pond. Due
tc the very low volume and infrequent discharge of these facilities, we
profuse that they be monitored for hazardous waste characteristics (.e.,
the 7RIU. extraction metals) prior tc each batcht release and, if nonhazard-
ous. 1- relJeased with no further monitoring requirements. Results oC
tihes. analr'sec would be revor-..ed along with f:ie regular disc'arge moni-
toris. reports. During the release, caution will be taken tc. minimize
thne reteasc of suspended solids. The residual sludge will be tested --or
hazardous waste characteristics and, if hazardous, will be disposed of as
hazardous waste. If nonhazardous, the sludge will be solidified and
d-sposet of at the Rhea County Landfill.
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AUG 2919I88Mr. Ralph M. Sinclair

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If there are any
questions regarding these discharges, please call Abraham H. Loudermilk
of my staff at (615) 632-6714 in Knoxville.

Sincerely,

im. Paul.S. ierbach, Manager
Environmental Quality

Enclosure
cc (Enclosure):

Mr. Bruce R. Barrett, Director
Water Management Division
U.S. Environmental Protection

Agency, Region IV
345 Courtland Street, NE.
Atlanta, Georgia 30365

Ms. S. C. Black, Assistant Director
for Projects

TVA Projects Division
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
One White Flint, North
11555 Rockville Pike
Rockville, Maryland 20852

Mr. F. R. McCoy, Assistant Director
for Inspection Programs

TVA Projects Division
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region II
101 Marietta Street, NW., Suite 2900
Atlanta, Georgia 30323

Mr. Philip L. Stewart, Manager
Chattanooga Field Office
Division of Water Pollution Controil
2501 Milne Street
Chat .anooga, Tennessee 37406

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attention: Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555
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