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" Ms. Carol McGeehan .

February 15, 1996

568 West 31st
Holland, Michigan 49423

Dear Ms. McGeehan:

I am responding to your undated letter addressed to Shirley Ann Jackson,
Chairman of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. You expressed a number of
concerns regarding Watts Bar Nuclear Plant.

The NRC has conducted extensive inspections and reviews of Watts Bar, and
concluded that construction of Watts Bar Unit 1 has been completed in
accordance with the Construction Permit and applicable NRC rules and
regulations. There is reasonable assurance that the plant activities.can be
conducted without endangering the health and safety of the public, and that
such activities will be conducted in compliance with the Commission’s
regulations. In addition, the staff concluded that TVA has the requisite
staff, programs, and procedures in place to operate Unit 1 in accordance with
the applicable rules and regulations. Thus, on November 9, 1995, the NRC
issued a low-power operating license to Watts Bar Unit 1. The Commission met
publicly with TVA on January 31, 1996, to consider issuance of a full-power
license. On February 6, 1996, the Commission authorized the staff to issue a
full-power license. The staff issued the full-power Ticense on February 7,
1996.

You expressed concerns about the cost of Watts Bar and its core meltdown
probability. These issues were discussed at a public meeting on September 5,
1995. A copy of a portion of that meeting summary is enclosed for your
information. The cost of a nuclear plant is not within the jurisdictional
purview of NRC (see Section 1.0 of the summary). Further, the staff has
evaluated and found acceptable the estimated core damage frequency of Watts
Bar (see Section 13.0 of the summary).

In your letter, you note that in August 1995, NRC delayed fuel loading at
Watts Bar due to concerns about various issues including fire protection and
radiation monitors. The staff subsequently reviewed these issues, and
inspected the installations at Watts Bar. Based on these reviews, the staff
found these systems to be acceptable, and documented the results of the review
and inspection in Supplements to the Safety Evaluation Report and in
Inspection Reports.

If you have any additional questions, or would Tike to obtain copies of any
documents referenced in the meeting summary, please contact Mr. Peter Tam, the
NRC project manager for Watts Bar, at (301) 415-1451.

Sincerely,

Original signed by Frank J. Miraglia for

William T. Russell, Director

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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Watts Bar nuclear power plant is the only nuclear power plant stil under active construction in the <Y |
Lnited States. Watts Bar IS also the only nuciear Power plant that has not received an Operating
license from the Nuclear Hegulayory Commission. ' L

Watt§ gg isin is‘__?srd year of construction by the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) and has
already cost taxpayers $8 billion. Today, TVA is Spending over $1 million every day_to-ﬁx safety

prqblér’hé’ still ti;a_ing uncovered at the plant - -

robability of a core e _ ;
once again delayed fue| loading at Watts Bar; concerns ranged from the plant's fire protection
program to.incomplete radiation monitoring systems to Questions about the adequacy of parts of the
féactor design in seismic tests. ‘ - . ; -
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