
t Ms. Martha A. Zinn Decembe*29, 1995
13177 Concord Church Road
Glouster, Ohio 45732

Dear Ms. Zinn:

I am responding to your letter of November 21, 1995, addressed to
Shirley Ann Jackson, Chairman of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
You expressed your concerns that Watts Bar Unit 1 "is unsafe, as employees of
TVA continue to point out." The NRC has conducted extensive inspections and
reviews of Watts Bar, and concluded that construction of Watts Bar Unit 1 has
been completed in accordance with the Construction Permit and applicable NRC
rules and regulations. There is reasonable assurance that the plant
activities can be conducted without endangering the health and safety of the
public, and that such activities will be conducted in compliance with the
Commission's regulations. In addition, the staff concluded that TVA has the
requisite staff, programs, and procedures in place to operate Unit 1 in
accordance with the applicable rules and regulations. Thus, on November 9,
1995, the NRC issued a low-power operating license to Watts Bar Unit 1. The
Commission is tentatively scheduled to meet publicly with TVA in January 1996
to consider issuance of a full-power license.

The NRC was deeply concerned about safety issues identified by TVA employees.
The enclosed Supplement 17 to the Watts Bar Safety Evaluation Report (NUREG-
0847, Supp. 17) sets forth details of what TVA and the NRC have done to
address those employee concerns. If you have information that is new or that
contradicts what the staff has published in the enclosed report and other
documents it references, please inform the NRC as soon as possible.

In your letter you also expressed concerns about TVA's financial debt and the
storage of high level nuclear waste. These issues were discussed at a public
meeting on September 5, 1995. A copy of a portion of that meeting summary is
enclosed for you information, together with relevant documents referred to in
the summary. The financial debt of TVA is not within the jurisdictional
purview of NRC. Further, the staff has evaluated and found acceptable the
onsite spent fuel storage facilities at Watts Bar.

If you have any additional questions, or would like to obtain copies of any
documents referenced in the enclosures, please contact Mr. Peter Tam, the NRC
project manager for Watts Bar, at (301) 415-1451.

Sincerely,
Original Signed By
WILLIAM T. RUSSELL,

9601050290 951229
PDR ADOCK 05000390 William T. Russell, Director
H PDR Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosures: 1. NUREG-0847, Supp. 17
2. Mtg. Summary with some references
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