
November 9, 1995

Dr. Shirley Ann Jackson, Chairperson

Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Washington, D. C.

Dear Dr. Jackson,

I am enclosing a letter which I mailed to each of my

senators, Senator Fred Thompson and Senator William Frist,

and to my representative, The Honorable John J. Duncan.

For anyone who has information about the history of the Watts

Bar nuclear plant, the reloading of fuel and the starting of it,

may be the beginning of a very dark era for East Tennessee.

Please, Dr. Jackson, take the time to examine all the

facets of this undertaking. It is most serious. Thank you.

Sincerely yours,
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November 7, 1995

Dear Representative Duncan,

Yesterday, I attended a press conference and a meeting

of the Board of Directors and members of the staff at the

Watts Bar nuclear plant which is slated to go on line very

soon. Both meetings were attended by residents of the area,

a large group of senior citizens from a nearby retirement

community, students from the University of Tennessee and

others. I am a resident of Farragut, Tennessee; I am also

a non-traditional student at the university, having been

enrolled there since 1987, and someday I hope to graduate.

It is a fine institution. At any rate, I came away from

those meetings disheartened, fearful, and dismayed because

of the information I received.

Watts Bar has a dismal history that goes all the way

back to 1972. I am sure you are well aware of all the

allegations that have been made about the plant, including

safety problems, delayed start-ups, underestimated costs

(which have grown to at least eight billion dollars) poor

management, and intimidation and harassment of employees.

This last statement I can verify personally because I was

present, a few weeks ago, when I and a fellow student were

asked to sign a petition to stop the loading of fuel into
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the reactor, and she refused because "my father works there,

and I don't want to get my family in trouble"! Mr. Duncan, this

is unconscionable! This still is, I believe, a democratic

republic. Its citizens cannot be denied the right to

protest when they have legitimate concerns about actions by

a bureaucracy of our government.

More than that, an even more insidious possibility

arises: Why would an organization seek to silence its

employees if there were nothing wrong? The strong

implication here is that there may be something to hide, but

that is not the only incident that occurred.

At the press conference, a resident of the area asked

me to sign a similar petition. We chatted for a few

minutes, and she told me she has lived in that area (two

miles from the plant) for many years, and she asked many of

her neighbors to sign up, but they refuse; always the reason

is the same; they work at the plant, or a relative does,and

they fear that "TVA will go after them"! I think you will

agree with me, Mr. Duncan, this is more than just serious; it

is outrageous!

I do not wish to take up much more of your time; I

know you must be besieged by all kinds of requests, but

the resurrection of Watts Bar after twenty-three years is

not a frivolous concern. One wonders if the drive to do so

stems from a desire to justify the billions of dollars it

has already cost. At the end of the meeting with the NRC,

Mr. Russell, the NRC licensing director was asked what
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provisions were made for the disposal of radioactive waste

from the plant, and he replied that it would be put in some

sort of containers in pools on the site!

Mr. Duncan, no one anywhere has discovered a way to safely

store nuclear waste. To decide to store it "on site" right

next to the Tennessee River in a flood plain is murderous! Yet,

that is what is proposed. I am afraid that the members of

the Board of Directors and the staff of TVA and the members

of the NRC are playing with something over which they do not

have control. Once they load the fuel into the reactor and

push the "Start" button, they will have let the Genie out of

the bottle, and there is no getting it back in unless they

are adept at putting toothpaste back in the tube.

Finally, the last question was put to Mr. Russell

concerning decommissioning the plant when the time comes

(which is in about seven years since the life expectancy of

a nuclear plant is about thirty years and Watts Bar is

already twenty-three years old.) Since the cost of

decommissioning a nuclear plant is enormous--somewhere in

between fifty million to three billion dollars--money must

be put aside to provide for these costs, and Mr. Russell

said that money has been allocated for that purpose. How

any more money can be made available for this project is

inconceivable since TVA already carries a debt of twenty-

seven billion dollars.

I am sorry this letter is so long, but I feel I must

make my concerns known to those whom I believe can look



into this matter and halt the progress of Watts Bar before

it is too late. I am a member of the Republican party, and

you are my Representative. I do hope you will be able to effect a

change in TVA's plans for the future of all East

Tennesseeans. Thank you for your patience and your time.

Sincerely yours,
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Mrs. Alma F. Conley
12369 North Fox Den Drive
Farragut, Tennessee 37922

Dr. Shirley Ann Jackson, Chairperson
Nuclear Reqiilatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555-0001


