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UNITED STATES
oA m 0 NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

0 3 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

j*f Mlo%!ernber 29, 1995

Ms. Heather Dobbins
1526 Laurel, No. 4
Knoxville, Tennessee 37916

Dear Ms. Dobbins:

I am responding to your letter of October 5, 1995, addressed to
Dr. Shirley Jackson, Chairman of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
You requested the NRC to "say no to Watts Bar". The NRC has conducted
extensive inspections and reviews of Watts Bar, and concluded that
construction of Watts Bar Unit 1 had been completed in accordance with the
Construction Permit and applicable NRC rules and regulations. In addition,
the staff concluded that TVA has the requisite staff, programs, and procedures
in place to operate Unit 1 in accordance with the applicable rules and
regulations. Thus, on November 9, 1995, the NRC issued a low-power operating
license to Watts Bar Unit 1.

In your letter, you enclosed "Statement by Women's and Children's Health
Advocates on Breast Cancer and Watts Bar-1," signed by a number of
individuals. The statement reads, "New research by nationally renowned
scientists shows a statistically significant rise in the breast cancer
mortality rate among women living in the State of Tennessee." The rise
purportedly was due to radiation from the Oak Ridge National Laboratories.
Since you did not provide specific information about the nationally renowned
scientists (i.e., names, references to publications), I can only respond to
your concerns in a generic context.

In a meeting between the NRC staff and members of the public at Sweetwater,
Tennessee, on September 5, 1995, the issue of breast cancer was discussed
extensively. The staff heard comments by members of the public on this issue
and the relationship with radiation. The staff has provided a response to

those comments in Enclosure 3 of the meeting summary (Enclosure 1).

The staff recognizes that, from time to time, the scientific community
produces new literature on the effects of radiation. The NRC Office of
Nuclear Regulatory Research evaluates such literature for potential revision
of regulations, the NRC regulation in Part 20 of Title 10 of the Code of
Federal Regulations imposes the current requirements regarding protection
against radiation. The most recent revision was implemented on January 1,
1994. In Sections 9.6.4.16 and 9.6.4.17 of Supplement 1 of the Watts Bar
Final Environmental Statement (NUREG-0498, Enclosure 2), the staff addressed
in detail the health effects of radiation.

The NRC is sensitive to concerns about radiation exposure, is cognizant of the

relevant literature, and does not believe that more stringent controls are
necessary to ensure public safety. However, the NRC is prepared to consider

any additional controls as may be necessary if future scientific evidence so

indicates.
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If you have any additional questions after reviewing the enclosures, please
contact Peter Tam at (301) 415-1451.

Sincerely,

Original signed by Frank C. Gillespie for

William T. Russell, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosures: 1. Meeting Summary w/Encl. 3
2. NUREG-0498, Supplement 1
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