
Dr. Shirley Ann Jackson
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

Dear Dr. Jackson,

I have recently learned that the TVA is planning to bring on-line a "new" nuclear powered
electric generating facility in Tennessee. The imminent start-up of Watts Bar came as a
surprise to me. I had mistakenly thought all new construction had been halted on US
nuclear facilities because of safety and economic reasons underscored by the Three Mile
Island and Chernobyl incidents and numerous studies performed by respected individuals.
Since I consider myself a mainstream middle-class American, there are probably many
others who also believe that the US nuclear power program ran out of steam years ago.

I think most people have tacitly accepted the fact that we will be living amongst a few of
these nuclear dinosaurs until they are put to rest at the end of their useful lives. Knowing
that Watts Bar will be coming on-line soon would surprise many and could significantly.
accelerate the growth of the anti-Watts Bar movement. I am basically a couch-potato
engineer, but the urgency and seriousness of this issue compelled me to get involved. I
believe that others, once informed, will feel the same way.

The serious safety problems and economic issues surrounding the Watts Bar plant have
been well documented. It is time for TVA to abort this project. Although this action
would likely result in some form of Federal bail-out, the alternative is much worse.
Starting up Watts Bar would benefit only a few individuals at the expense of TVA's
ratepayers and would compromise the safety of many more Americans.

While I can do little more than leverage my effectiveness by educating others and
demonstrating my opposition to Watts Bar by writing letters, you have the ability to stop
this clunker from coming on-line. You have a responsibility to protect your constituents
and stakeholders from this problem child. It seems as if time is running short. You will
need to act soon to keep Watts Bar from being fueled up and contaminated. Thank you
for your time.

Sincerely,

Joseph Bina
9/27/95
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