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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2055-001

August 15, 1996

Ms. Jane A. Fleming
8 Oceanwood Drive
Duxbury, MA 02332

Dear Ms. Fleming:

By letter dated January 25, 1996, you requested that the Chairman of the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) implement a full and impartial review of
the entire licensing process for the Watts Bar Nuclear Plant, Unit 1 (Watts
Bar) operated by the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA or Licensee), examining
both the implementation of the review procedures used by the NRC staff and the
validity of the information presented by TVA. You also requested that the
Chairman suspend or revoke the low-power operating license for Watts Bar until
such a review is satisfactorily completed and the issues in dispute are
resolved. Finally, you requested that if the information provided is not
adequate to initiate an independent review by the Chairman of the NRC, then
the information be accepted as a Petition pursuant to 10 CFR 2.206. In the
2.206 context, you requested that the issues in your Petition be reviewed by
impartial staff members. You supplemented your Petition with another letter
dated January 30, 1996, to the Chairman of the NRC.

The Commission directed the NRC staff to treat your letter as a 2.206
Petition, in accordance with established procedures. On February 7, 1996, I
acknowledged receipt of the Petition and denied any request for immediate
suspension or revocation of the low-power license for Watts Bar. I also
informed you that action would be taken on the Petition in a reasonable time.

For the reasons given in the enclosed Final Director's Decision (DD-96-11), I
have denied your Petition. A copy of the Decision will be filed with the
Secretary of the Commission for the Commission's review in accordance with
10 CFR § 2.206(c). As provided by that regulation, the Decision will
constitute the final action of the Commission 25 days after the date it is
issued, unless the Commission, on its own motion, institutes a review of the
Decision within that time. The documents cited in the enclosed Decision are
available for review at the NRC Public Document Room (2120 L Street NW,
Washington, D.C.) and at the Local Public Document Room for Watts Bar which is
located at the Chattanooga-Hamilton Library, 1001 Broad Street, Chattanooga, /
Tennessee.
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I have also enclosed a copy of the notice of "Issuance of Final Director's
Decision Under 10 CFR 2.206." This notice contains the complete text of
DD-96-11 and is being filed with the Office of the Federal Register for
publication.

Sincerely,

William T. Russell, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosures: 1. Final Director's Decision (DD-96-11)
2. Federal Register Notice

cc w/encls: See next page
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WATTS BAR NUCLEAR PLANT

cc:
Mr. Oliver D. Kingsley, Jr.
President, TVA Nuclear and

Chief Nuclear Officer
Tennessee Valley Authority
6A Lookout Place
1101 Market Street
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37402-2801

Mr. 0. J. Zeringue, Sr. Vice President
Nuclear Operations
Tennessee Valley Authority
6A Lookout Place
1101 Market Street
Chattanooga, TN 37402-2801

Mr. Mark 0. Medford, Vice President
Technical Services
Tennessee Valley Authority
6A Lookout Place
1101 Market Street
Chattanooga, TN 37402-2801

Mr. J. A. Scalice, Site Vice President
Watts Bar Nuclear Plant
Tennessee Valley Authority
P.O. Box 2000
Spring City, TN 37381

General Counsel
Tennessee Valley Authority
ET 1OH
400 West Summit Hill Drive
Knoxville, TN 37902

Mr. Raul R. Baron, General Manager
Nuclear Licensing
Tennessee Valley Authority
4G Blue Ridge
1101 Market Street
Chattanooga, TN 37402-2801

Mr. B. S. Schofield
Site Licensing Manager
Watts Bar Nuclear Plant
Tennessee Valley Authority
P.O. Box 2000
Spring City, TN 37381

TVA Representative
Tennessee Valley Authority
One Massachusetts Avenue, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20001

Regional Administrator
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region II
101 Marietta Street, NW., Suite 2900
Atlanta, GA 30323

Senior Resident Inspector
Watts Bar Nuclear Plant
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
1260 Nuclear Plant Road
Spring City, TN 37381

The Honorable Billy R. Patton
County Executive
Rhea County Courthouse
Dayton, TN 37321

The Honorable Garland Lanksford
County Executive
Meigs County Courthouse
Decatur, TN 37322

Mr. Michael H. Mobley, Director
Division of Radiological Health
3rd Floor, L and C Annex
401 Church Street
Nashville, TN, 37243-1532
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I have also enclosed a copy of the notice of "Issuance of Final Director's
Decision Under 10 CFR 2.206." This notice contains the complete text of
DD-96-11 and is being filed with the Office of the Federal Register for
publication.

Sincerely,

Original signed by

William T. Russell, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosures:

cc w/encls:

1.
2.

Final Director's
Federal Register

Decision (DD-96-11)
Notice

See next page
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DISTRIBUTION (GT-0000984- 2.206 DIRECTOR'S DECISION DATEDO/L15/96):

Docket File (50-390) (10 CFR 2.206)
PUBLIC
EDO #000984
EDO R/F
WBN R/F (w/incoming)
J. Taylor
W. Russell/F. Miraglia
R. Zimmerman
H. Thompson
J. Lieberman, QE
S. Varga
J. Zwolinski
F. Hebdon
B. Clayton
P. Milano
J. Milhoan
J. Blaha
S. Lewis, OGC
R. Martin
OPA
OCA
NRR Mail Room (EDO #984) 012G18
C. Norsworthy
N. Olson
J. Goldberg (1 copy of DD)
R. Hoefling, OGC
L. Marsh
G. Tracy
J. Stolz
R. Fields
ASLBP
Director, OCAA
ACRS
S. Ebneter, RII
J. Johnson (Acting), RII
M. Lesser
V. Yanez (2) - Diskette, Form NRC 573
C. Cater... (ATTN: Docketing & Service Branch) 0-16-H21

E-mail completed version to: T. Dunning [TGD]
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