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August 15, 1995

Mr. Dennis Rathbun
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Office of Congressional Affairs
Mail Stop 17A3
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Mr. Rathbun,

Please find enclosed a copy of a letter I recently received
from a constituent stating his concerns with the NRC granting the
Tennessee Valley Authority a license to operate a nuclear power
plant at Watts Bar.

I would greatly appreciate any information you could provide
in response to his concerns. If you have any questions regarding
this inquiry, please do not hesitate to contact Michele Gabert of
my Washington office at (202) 225-4231.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

Member of Congress
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270 East Ninth Street

Apartment A

Cookeville, TN 38501-

August 1, 1995

Congressman Bart Gordon
Senator Fred Thompson
Senator William Frist
Washington, D.C. 20515

Congressman Gordon; Senator Thompson and Senator Frist:

I am writing you about a problem with the Tennessee Valley Authority. In my lifetime, I

have seen the TVA transformed from the most ambitious and successful New Deal program to a

monument to bureaucratic and economic folly. Like so many executive agencies, TVA has come to

represent all the worst possible features of an arbitrary bureaucracy, which is out of control and

unresponsive to the needs of the people it serves.

At a time when most private utility companies are rejecting nuclear energy as an inefficient

source of power, TVA is attempting to operate a nuclear power plant at the Watts Bar nuclear power

plant near Spring City. TVA has been very persistent in this regard. In 1985, after considerable

cost-overruns, TVA sought an operating license from the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. After

investigating the facilities, the NRC disregarded serious safety violations and harassments and

intimidation of TVA workers by agency managers. Although the problems continue unabated, the

giant utility monopoly has glossed over these problems, manipulated the statistics to Orwellian

proportions, and simulated a false reality. At a cost of $8 billion, TVA has somehow convinced the

NRC to grant TVA an operating license for Watts Bar 1. The Watts Bar nuclear plant is set to come

on line in September.

It is inconceivable that the NRC would grant an operating license to this facility. In 1992,

TVA acknowledged that Watts Bar had the highest probability of a core meltdown than any plant in

the United States. The NRC has likewise admitted to a 45% possibility of a meltdown accident at a

nuclear power plant somewhere in the United States.

Aside from the safety concerns and fears that our communities will experience another

Chernobyl, TVA should be precluded from firing up Watts Bar I for economic reasons. For the first

time in its sixty-year history, Congress is considering selling off TVA to private sources. Because of

the hydroelectric and coal facilities at Watts Bar, these units would likely attract several corporate

suitors. In recent years, however, private companies have been repulsed by nuclear plants as poor

investments. In the event that Watts Bar I could not attract a buyer, a federal bailout would likely

rescue TVA. Such a rescue would dwarf the savings and loan debacle by companies. And what

would happen in the face of environmental disaster? These tremendous costs would pass to taxpayers

and ratepayers of the Tennessee Valley.

President Roosevelt established TVA with a certain grass roots appeal. At TVA's inception,

David Lillenthal attempted to gain popularity with the people in the region by exploiting their racial
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tension. This cynicism continues today. The current TVA Board is insulated from public concern.
These commissars are not responsible to larger publics in the sense that a corporate board of directors
would be responsible to shareholders. The TVA is perhaps the most undemocratic institution in
American government.

Because TVA and the NRC are dependent on Congressional funding, I am asking you to
investigate the granting of the operating license for Watts Bar 1. At a time when Congress is
scrutinizing all the budgetary aspects of executive agencies, it seems that the $8 billion TVA
boondoggle would be the place to start. I have deep reservation about the environmental
consequences of nuclear power. And given some of the past failures of past TVA projects, their
current spending of $1 million per day to remedy problems still being uncovered at the plant, this is a
forbidding harbinger for things to come.

t Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

y All
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