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REGION I TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE REQUEST

Date: 11-28-07 Package Accession Nos. ML071680002
ML072140256

ADAMS Send  to: Janet R. Schlueter, Director
Division of Materials Safety and State Agreements, FSME
(cc: Kathaleen Kerr)

From: Brian Holian, Director 
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety

Original signed by: /RA by S Weerakkody Actg For/

Licensees: University of Virginia and Medstar Georgetown Medical Center, Inc.

License Nos. 45-00034-26
08-30577-01

Docket Nos. 030-03296
030-35409

Inspection
Nos.

07-02
07-01

Letters Dated: 6-28-07 and 8-29-07 ADAMS Accession Nos. ML071840886
ML072540084

Enforcement Action being held in abeyance: x Yes No

Problem or Issue:

Release of patients receiving 35.300 doses to hotel instead of to home.

Action Requested:

Determine whether releases to a hotel were permissible under 10 CFR 35.75, and if so,
describe additional instructions that should be provided to released patients.

Recommended Action and Alternatives x Accept x Reject

Accept the licensees’ releases conducted to date, based on the dose assessments provided
by the licensees indicating low exposure potentials and detailed training provided to patients. 
In addition, the regulation restricts releases based on a dose and does not prohibit releases
to hotels.

Reject the licensees’ requests to be permitted to continue to release patients to hotels. 
Publish decision in an Information Notice or the FSME Newsletter indicating that additional
data is being collected to determine if these types of releases are appropriate in the future. 

TARs addressing similar issues (subject, date and location):

None

Background Documents (Include date and ADAMS Accession Number):

As stated above.  In addition, the newspaper article at
http://www.usatoday.com/news/health/2007-11-18-thyroid-cover_N.htm 
implies that these types of releases are not uncommon.

Remarks:
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Recently inspections at two medical broad scope licensees (UVA and Georgetown) identified
that the licensees were releasing thyroid therapy patients treated with I-131 to local hotels. 
The rationale provided varied, however, some reasons provided were: (i) patient traveled from
long distance; (ii) patient did not want to expose their family; and (iii) patient was living in a
hotel.  In all cases, the licensee performed patient specific calculations using the methodology
in NUREG-1556, Volume 9 to support the release.  Since the NUREG-1556, Volume 9
methodology was based on NUREG-1492, which analyzed the exposure consequence from
releasing a patient to their home, it is unclear if releases to a hotel should be allowed.
Specifically, (i) can the licensee use an occupancy factor of 0.125, if they provide additional
instruction to the patient on minimizing their exposure to hotel staff (e.g., do not allow
cleaning of bathroom during stay, use personal bed linens, etc.); (ii) can the analysis for
exposure to family members be related to exposure of hotel staff; and (iii) does release to a
hotel instead of to a residence require an amendment to the licensee's license.

Reviewer: Penny Lanzisera Reviewer Code: P6

Needed By (date): February 28, 2008
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