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It is hard to believe that a "mature" industry like nuclear energy production would 
need such expensive and extensive support as guaranteed loans. In other 
industries 
investors are willing to put up their capital and take their risks. But in this one the 
government must guarantee return at the expense of taxpayers. Apparently this 
is not a  
safe investment. 
 
Another factor is the time it takes to erect a nuclear plant, check it out, again 
guarantee safety, and get it running safely and effectively. Often this takes 
upwards 
of ten years or as much as twenty years. In that time period other energy sources 
put 
this record to shame, even relatively new ones like wind and solar and wave 
energy. 
During this long time period interest must be paid on the capital investment, so  
costs continue to accumulate. Cost estimates have been extremely optimistic 
and 
almost always are exceeded. The same applies to estimated time of completion. 
 
All these safety checks are necessary because of the possibility, however rare, of 
catastrophic melt down. Examples are well known throughout the world.  
 
The effect on our environment is seen through the necessary use of water to cool 
the 
process. The Savannah River, the source, is already under pressure because of 
its use 
in irrigation during a time of severe drought throughout the state and region. As 
the 
river temperature rises, its use as a coolant becomess less effective. Then 
evaporation 
takes its toll. The net effect is to reduce the effectiveness of using the river as 
a coolant. The end of the drought is not in sight at this time. 
 
Taking all these factors into account, it would seem more prudent to invest in 
safe, 
renewable sources such as wind, solar, wave, and geothermal processes. All of 
these are 
available in many areas, construction takes one tenth the time required to get a 
nuclear plant up and running safely, the cost is much less, the required 
investment 



is not only less it is more attractive to investors, therefore less of a burden on 
taxpayers.  
 
To me it seems that reason is on the side of renewables, not possible 
catastrophe with 
a high price tag. 
 
Sincerely, 
Adele Kushner, Executive Director 
Action for a Clean Environment 
319 Wynn Lake Circle 
Alto, GA 30510 
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