From: Mel Langdon <langdon@alaska.net>

To: <NRCREP@nrc.gov>
Date: 9/3/2007 10:42:29 PM
Subject: Uranium Recovery GEIS

To Whom It May Concern:

Regarding the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission's Federal Register notice
dated July 24, 2007 regarding the scope of the proposed Generic Environmental
Impact Statement ("GEIS") for in situ leach ("ISL") uranium mining.

Scoping

The scoping process is flawed. 40 CFR 1501.7 requires the agency developing
the EIS to ?Invite the participation of affected Federal, State, and local agencies,
any affected Indian tribe, the proponent of the action, and other interested
persons (including those who might not be in accord with the action on
environmental grounds).? Only two public meetings have been scheduled on
this matter - one in Casper, Wyoming and one in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
Additionally, a special meeting with the National Mining Association was held in
Washington, D.C. None of these communities is the site of any proposed ISL
mining operations. Communities that face proposed ISL mining such as Grants,
Gallup, Crownpoint and Church Rock, New Mexico, were ignored. Additionally,
the NRC has ignored entire states, such as Utah, Arizona, Colorado and South
Dakota, where ISL mining is proposed.

Site specific physical conditions

A GEIS is inappropriate for situations in which a uranium mine would require an
EIS. Since ISL operations have unique, site-specific conditions, a GEIS is not
appropriate. To conclude that the hydrology, water quality, geology, in places as
diverse as northwest New Mexico and south Texas - where ISL mining is
ongoing and proposed - can be evaluated in a generic manner does not pass the
straight-face test.

Relegating these important site specific issues to evaluation in an environmental
assessment ("EA") is unacceptable. The public participation and environmental
analysis requirements under the National Environmental Policy Act are much
less stringent for EAs than for EISs. It is possible develop additional EISs that
tier off of existing EISs; this approach would assure that site-specific issues are
addressed in EISs rather than EAs.

Public Input

In addition to site specific physical conditions, the NEPA process requires public
participation. A GEIS would circumvent meaningful public participation and input
on local socio-economics and cultural resources.



Your Action
Direct the NRC to drop the GEIS for ISL.

Alternatively, If a GEIS is determined appropriate, direct the NRC, at a minimum,
to

1. extend the comment period and schedule public meetings in communities that
will be affected by ISL mining and

2. Narrowly scope the GEIS to issues that are common to all ISL operations.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit my comments on this matter, and please
keep me apprised of developments with regard to the GEIS.

Sincerely,
Mel Langdon

2621 Redwood
Anchorage, AK 99508



Federal Register Notice: 72FR40344
Comment Number: 1135
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