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Dear Sir:

Attached is a self-explanatory letter
Jordy Ketron of Athens, Tennessee.

from my constituent,

I shall appreciate your checking into this request and

advising me of your findings as soon as possible.

Very truly yogrs,

of Congress
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OCT 1 8 1974

Honorable John J. Duncan

House of Representatives

Dear Mr. Duncan:

I am pleased to respond to your letter dated October 1. 1974, which
has been referred to this office for reply. Your letter transmitted a
letter to you from Jordy Ketron dated September 22, 1974, and requested
advice on our findings.

I assume the closest nuclear plant to Mr. Ketron's residence is the
Watts Bar Nuclear Plant being built by the Tennessee Valley Authority
(TVA), which is approximately 18 miles from Athens, Tennessee.

The event to which Mr. Ketron apparently refers is the planned examina-
tion of all operating boiling water reactors (BWRs) to ascertain if cracks
exist in a 4-inch bypass line similar to those observed at the Dresden
Nuclear Power Station in Illinois. At Dresden, after a containment sump
monitor was activated, the plant was shut down. The location of the leak
was determined, the cracks repaired, and the unit is now ready to return
to operation. There was no significant release of radioactivity due to
this occurrence, and the health and safety of the public was not endangered.
Other BWRs have since been checked and some have exhibited similar
cracks. All BWRs will be carefully examined within the next several
weeks and appropriate repairs made.

Several points should be made in regard to Mr. Ketron's concern. First
of all, Watts Bar is not a BWR, but a pressurized water reactor (PWR).
There is no evidence thus far that the kinds of cracks seen in BWRs would
occur in PWRs. If they did, however, similar warnings and protective
systems exist to minimize the problem and ensure the safety of the public.
Water level sensors and radioactivity monitors would recognize that a leak
existed and cause the reactor to be shut down. The released radio-
activity, if any, would be contained within the steel containment building.
If the magnitude of the leak was such that supplementary cooling of the
reactor was required, several redundant systems would automatically
be activated to ensure safe reactor shutdown.

Nuclear power plants have had an excellent safety record to date. No
member of the general public has ever been inijured by radiation from an
accident at a licensed nuclear power reactor. A good part of this is
due to the philosophy used in the design of these plants. It is a multi-
layered safety concept which requires high quality in the design and
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Honorable John J. Duncan -2-

construction of plants, the provision of multiple safety systems and physi-
cal barriers to prevent the release of radioactivity to the environment,
in the unlikely event of an accident, and the extensive testing and inspec-
tion of plant operations.

I hope this information is responsive to your constituent's concerns. If
any additional information is required, please feel free to contact us. •

Sincerely,Orig; ali Signed By

A. Giambusso, Deputy Director
* for Reactor Projects
Directorate of Licensing
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