May 21, 2008

The Honorable Rick Boucher

Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy and Air Quality
Committee on Energy and Commerce

United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Enclosed is a copy of a notice of denial of a petition for rulemaking submitted by Peter G. Crane.
The petitioner requested that the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) partially revoke
the patient release criteria rule in 10 CFR 35.75 insofar as it allows patients to be released from
radioactive isolation with more than the equivalent of 30 millicuries of radioactive iodine 1-131 in
their bodies. The petition was docketed as PRM-35-18.

The Commission has denied the petition because the petitioner did not provide any specific data
to support his request and did not provide a sufficient basis for revoking the current release
criteria. NRC believes that the current rule is adequate to protect public health and safety from
the release of these patients. Reverting to the 1997 release criteria as requested by the
petitioner would have a significant regulatory burden on licensees with no commensurate benefit
to public health and safety. However, to address the petitioner’'s concern for children’s exposure
from the released patients, NRC has decided to revise the guidance in NUREG 1556, Volume 9,
“Consolidated Guidance About Materials Licenses: Program Specific Guidance About Medical
Use Licenses” and issue a Regulatory Issue Summary to all medical use licensees.

The Federal Register notice denying the petition is being transmitted to the Office of the Federal
Register for publication.

Sincerely,

/IRA/

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
Federal Register notice

cc: Representative Fred Upton



May 21, 2008

The Honorable Thomas R. Carper
Chairman, Subcommittee on Clean Air
and Nuclear Safety
Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Enclosed is a copy of a notice of denial of a petition for rulemaking submitted by Peter G. Crane.
The petitioner requested that the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) partially revoke
the patient release criteria rule in 10 CFR 35.75 insofar as it allows patients to be released from
radioactive isolation with more than the equivalent of 30 millicuries of radioactive iodine 1-131 in
their bodies. The petition was docketed as PRM-35-18.

The Commission has denied the petition because the petitioner did not provide any specific data
to support his request and did not provide a sufficient basis for revoking the current release
criteria. NRC believes that the current rule is adequate to protect public health and safety from
the release of these patients. Reverting to the 1997 release criteria as requested by the
petitioner would have a significant regulatory burden on licensees with no commensurate benefit
to public health and safety. However, to address the petitioner’'s concern for children’s exposure
from the released patients, NRC has decided to revise the guidance in NUREG 1556, Volume 9,
“Consolidated Guidance About Materials Licenses: Program Specific Guidance About Medical
Use Licenses” and issue a Regulatory Issue Summary to all medical use licensees.

The Federal Register notice denying the petition is being transmitted to the Office of the Federal
Register for publication.

Sincerely,

/IRA/

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director

Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
Federal Register notice

cc: Senator George V. Voinovich



May 21, 2008

The Honorable Barbara Boxer

Chairman, Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Madam Chairman:

Enclosed is a copy of a notice of denial of a petition for rulemaking submitted by Peter G. Crane.
The petitioner requested that the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) partially revoke
the patient release criteria rule in 10 CFR 35.75 insofar as it allows patients to be released from
radioactive isolation with more than the equivalent of 30 millicuries of radioactive iodine 1-131 in
their bodies. The petition was docketed as PRM-35-18.

The Commission has denied the petition because the petitioner did not provide any specific data
to support his request and did not provide a sufficient basis for revoking the current release
criteria. NRC believes that the current rule is adequate to protect public health and safety from
the release of these patients. Reverting to the 1997 release criteria as requested by the
petitioner would have a significant regulatory burden on licensees with no commensurate benefit
to public health and safety. However, to address the petitioner's concern for children’s exposure
from the released patients, NRC has decided to revise the guidance in NUREG 1556, Volume 9,
“Consolidated Guidance About Materials Licenses: Program Specific Guidance About Medical
Use Licenses” and issue a Regulatory Issue Summary to all medical use licensees.

The Federal Register notice denying the petition is being transmitted to the Office of the Federal
Register for publication.

Sincerely,

/IRA/

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
Federal Register notice

cc: Senator James M. Inhofe



May 21, 2008

The Honorable John D. Dingell

Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Enclosed is a copy of a notice of denial of a petition for rulemaking submitted by Peter G. Crane.
The petitioner requested that the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) partially revoke
the patient release criteria rule in 10 CFR 35.75 insofar as it allows patients to be released from
radioactive isolation with more than the equivalent of 30 millicuries of radioactive iodine 1-131 in
their bodies. The petition was docketed as PRM-35-18.

The Commission has denied the petition because the petitioner did not provide any specific data
to support his request and did not provide a sufficient basis for revoking the current release
criteria. NRC believes that the current rule is adequate to protect public health and safety from
the release of these patients. Reverting to the 1997 release criteria as requested by the
petitioner would have a significant regulatory burden on licensees with no commensurate benefit
to public health and safety. However, to address the petitioner's concern for children’s exposure
from the released patients, NRC has decided to revise the guidance in NUREG 1556, Volume 9,
“Consolidated Guidance About Materials Licenses: Program Specific Guidance About Medical
Use Licenses” and issue a Regulatory Issue Summary to all medical use licensees.

The Federal Register notice denying the petition is being transmitted to the Office of the Federal
Register for publication.

Sincerely,

/IRA/

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
Federal Register notice

cc: Representative Joe Barton



May 21, 2008

The Honorable Rick Boucher

Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy and Air Quality
Committee on Energy and Commerce

United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Enclosed is a copy of a notice of denial of a petition for rulemaking submitted by Peter G. Crane.
The petitioner requested that the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) partially revoke
the patient release criteria rule in 10 CFR 35.75 insofar as it allows patients to be released from
radioactive isolation with more than the equivalent of 30 millicuries of radioactive iodine I-131 in
their bodies. The petition was docketed as PRM-35-18.

The Commission has denied the petition because the petitioner did not provide any specific data
to support his request and did not provide a sufficient basis for revoking the current release
criteria. NRC believes that the current rule is adequate to protect public health and safety from
the release of these patients. Reverting to the 1997 release criteria as requested by the
petitioner would have a significant regulatory burden on licensees with no commensurate benefit
to public health and safety. However, to address the petitioner’'s concern for children’s exposure
from the released patients, NRC has decided to revise the guidance in NUREG 1556, Volume 9,
“Consolidated Guidance About Materials Licenses: Program Specific Guidance About Medical
Use Licenses” and issue a Regulatory Issue Summary to all medical use licensees.

The Federal Register notice denying the petition is being transmitted to the Office of the Federal
Register for publication.

Sincerely,

/RA/
Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs
Enclosure:
Federal Register notice
cc: Representative Fred Upton
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