December 21, 2007

Ms. Evelyn Spradley
26 Barberry Court
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648

Subject: ASME Codes Enforced at Oyster Creek Nuclear Generating Station
Dear Ms. Spradley:

I am responding on behalf of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) to your e-mail of
November 4, 2007, addressed to Dr. Dale E. Klein, Chairman, and to other government officials,
regarding the Oyster Creek Nuclear Generating Station (Oyster Creek). In your letter you
indicated that you were concerned about the safety of Oyster Creek, particularly you cited
concern with recent testimony given by NRC staff before the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
regarding the renewal of the Oyster Creek Facility Operating License.

In December, 1964, the NRC issued a construction permit for Oyster Creek. At that time, the
design of the containment structure was based on conservative design rules of the American
Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) Code, Section VIII. For operation, the licensee is
required to comply with ASME Code, Section Xl, for the in-service inspection of the containment
structure.

The ASME Code accounts for uncertainties in the design process by setting design limits
substantially below the threshold for actual material failure and structural instability. The actual
structural capacity and safety margins for the containment structure are higher than the design
indicates.

After corrosion was detected in a region of the containment structure, the licensee used detailed
models and refined calculation techniques to analyze the structure. The licensee used portions
of ASME Code, Section lll, to analyze the acceptability of the degraded drywell shell. This
evaluation became part of the licensing basis for the plant when it was submitted by the licensee
and found acceptable by the NRC in 1992.

The NRC staff’s evaluation of the license renewal application confirmed that the current
licensing basis would be maintained during the renewal period. The NRC staff also found that
the licensee’s Aging Management Program, as enhanced by specific commitments and
conditions, is adequate to ensure that potential future corrosion of the drywell shell will be
promptly identified and addressed.



E. Spradley

2.

| trust that this letter is responsive to your concern.
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Sincerely,
/ra/
Catherine Haney, Director

Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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