January 15, 2008

MEMORANDUM TO:  William F. Burton, Branch Chief
Environmental Projects Branch 1
Division of Site and Environmental Reviews
Office of New Reactors

FROM: Mark D. Notich, Project Manager /RA/
Environmental Projects Branch 1
Division of Site and Environmental Reviews
Office of New Reactors

SUBJECT: SUMMARY OF PUBLIC MEETING HELD TO RECEIVE COMMENTS
ON THE SUPPLEMENT TO THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENT FOR THE VOGTLE EARLY SITE PERMIT
APPLICATION FOR SOUTHERN NUCLEAR OPERATING COMPANY

On Thursday, October 4, 2007, members of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)
staff held a public meeting at the Augusta Technical College at the Waynesboro Campus
Auditorium in Waynesboro, GA., concerning the staff’s environmental review of the early site
permit application submitted by the Southern Nuclear Operating Company (SNC). The purpose
of the meeting was to present the preliminary findings of the draft to NUREG-1872, Volumes |
and ll, "Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for an Early Site Permit (ESP) at the
Vogtle Electric Generating Plant Site,” and provide the public with an opportunity to comment on
the DEIS which was issued in September 2007.

Formal presentations, including the NRC’s preliminary recommendation were made by the NRC
and its contractor, Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL). The staff’s preliminary
recommendation is that the ESP should be issued. This preliminary recommendation is based
on: (1) the Environmental Report (ER) submitted by SNC; (2) consultation with Federal, State,
Tribal, and local agencies; (3) the staff's independent review; and (4) the assessments
summarized in the DEIS, including the mitigation measures identified in the ER and in the DEIS.
Additionally, in making its preliminary recommendation, the staff has concluded that there are
no environmentally preferable or obviously superior sites. Finally, the staff has preliminarily
concluded that the site preparation and preliminary construction activities allowed by

10 CFR 50.10(e)(1) will not result in any significant adverse environmental impact that

cannot be redressed.

After the formal presentations given by the NRC staff, members of the public were invited to
provide comments. Approximately 250 people attended the meeting. Attendees included
members of the public and media, representatives of the NRC, representatives from public
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interest groups, the nuclear industry, SNC, and State and local government officials. Comments
were in support of, and opposition to, the ESP. The public provided comments on security,
spent fuel storage, alternative energy sources, water use, health impacts, and radiological
effluent releases.

In an effort to improve communication and increase interaction with members of the public, the
NRC staff conducted an open house two hours before the meeting and encouraged the public to
submit public comments and meeting feedback forms. The staff provided displays and
brochures and met with members of the public to answer questions about the proposed Vogtle
ESP. Enclosure 1 is a list of attendees. Enclosure 2 is the corrected meeting transcript.
Enclosure 3 is a copy of the meeting slides. The comment period on the DEIS was scheduled
to end on November 28, 2007. The period has been extended to December 28, 2007.

The staff will consider the public comments and make any necessary revisions prior to issuing
its final environmental impact statement, scheduled for July 2008.

Listed below are the written documents with corresponding accession numbers that were
received at the public meeting. These documents are available in the Agencywide Documents
Access and Management System (ADAMS).

1. ML073060366 15. ML073060367
2. MLO73060111 16. ML073060365
3. MLO073060110 17. MLO73060364
4. ML073060109 18. ML073060363
5. MLO073060106 19. ML073060362
6. MLO73060104 20. ML0O73060361
7. MLO73060102 21. MLO73050504
8. MLO073060100 22. ML073050490
9. MLO73060097 23. ML073050494
10. MLO73060095 24. MLO73050490
11. MLO73060374 25. ML073050440
12. ML073060371 26. MLO73050437
13. ML073060370 27. MLO73050436
14. MLO73060368 28. ML073050431
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