
EPRI Low-Level Waste Storage Guidance Preliminary Review 
NRC Comments on NEI Draft Guidance Document 

On Interim Storage of LLW 
Specific Issues 

 
Section 2.1.1, p. 2-1: The 3rd sentence in this section mischaracterizes the status of SECY-94-198 

 
Section 2.1.2, p. 2-4: At the top of the page [reference] to preparing safety evaluations in accordance 

with 20.1501.  I think they mean in accordance with 50.59. 
 

Section 5.1, p.5-1:  The statement regarding free-standing liquid, at the bottom of the 5-1, should 
refer to §61.56(a) (3). 

 
Section 5.4, p. 5-3:   This section bears the title, “Other Regulatory Guidance on Waste Form, but 

Subsection 5.4.1 deals with regulatory requirements (not “guidance”) contained 
in 10 CFR 61.56.   Thus, the current title of section 5.4 (as well as Chapter 5) is 
incorrect, or at least misleading.  Moreover, inasmuch as “guidance” serves to 
explain how “requirements” can be satisfied, it would seem logical to reorder the 
text material such that it starts out with a discussion of the requirements before it 
addresses the concomitant guidance. 

 
Section 5.4.2, p. 5-4: This section briefly lists some of the principal guidance statements provided in a 

1981 Branch Technical Position (ETSB 11-3], but does not refer to or discuss a 
more recent (and comprehensive) guidance document; viz., Waste Form 
Technical Position, Rev.1, dated January 24, 1991.  The 1991 TP provides 
guidance to all radwaste generators on waste form test methods and results 
acceptable to the NRC staff for implementing the Part 61 requirements for waste 
form stability. 

 
Section 7.1, p. 7-1: The discussion in indented paragraph no. 3, regarding the advantages and 

disadvantages of converting Class B/C waste to GTCC by volume reduction, is 
highly speculative and would potentially pose regulatory issues that could be 
quite difficult and time-consuming to resolve.  In addition, this section contains a 
statement regarding the storage of GTCC waste, under Part 72, independent of a 
Part 50 operating license.  It should be noted that only reactor-related GTCC 
waste may be stored under a Part 72 license, and that it must be a specific Part 
72 license, not a general Part 72 license. 

 
Section 7.2, p.7-2: The discussion of storage of GTCC at ISFSIs appears to make no mention or 

reference to the NRC Spent Fuel Project Office’s “Interim Staff Guidance -17” on 
Interim Storage of GTCC waste.  ISG-17 specifies how NRC staff should 
evaluate compliance with Part 72, which as noted earlier, has been modified to 
authorize the storage of GTCC waste within an ISFSI or MRS with a site-specific 
license.   Inasmuch as the NRC staff interacted extensively with NEI in the 
development of ISG-17, one would have expected to see its provisions 
referenced extensively. 

 
Section 7.4, p. 7-8: the 2d paragraph contains the statement: "USNRC has been working with 

USDOE to establish an interim storage facility for GTCC waste, until a geologic 
repository is available."   I'm not aware of any interim storage facility that the two 
agencies are trying to establish.  Even if the two agencies are doing this, the 
sentence implies that GTCC will be disposed in a geologic repository.  This 
assumes the outcome of the DOE EIS that DOE is currently undertaking. 

    
          Enclosure 4 
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