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In accordance with 10 CFR 50.55(e)(1)(ii), this interim report is
provided to notify the NRC of a condition involving a failure to
American Society of Mechanical Engineering (ASME) Section III
requirements for welding.

being
meet
code

The subject deficiency is the result of TVA's inadvertent misinterpretation
of the requirements for establishing ASME Section III code boundaries at a
non-ASME component to which ASME piping is attached. Review of the welding
records for ASME III connecting piping has identified examples of piping
boundaries failing to encompass the connecting weld at a component.

TVA's analysis to determine the extent of this condition identified
additional welds with incorrect determinations of ASME code applicability in
selected ASME piping systems. TVA is currently reviewing the flow drawings
for the remaining systems containing ASME Section III piping for any similar
deficiencies. The welds located at the boundaries of a component are
specifically being reviewed for code applicability.

The welds identified during the review of selected systems that failed to
meet code requirements are currently being evaluated to determine safety
impact. This review is scheduled to be completed by November 30, 1992.
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The final substantial safety hazard evaluation for the subject deficiency
should be completed by June 15, 1993. This schedule is based on system
reviews that are being completed to support system turnover to operations.
The NRC will be notified of any deficiencies identified during the review
process that may result in a substantial safety hazard as required by 10 CFR
50.55(e).

Should there be any questions regarding this information, please telephone
Paul Pace at (615) 365-1824.

Very truly yours,

William J. Museler

cc: NRC Resident Inspector
Watts Bar Nuclear Plant
P.O. Box 700
Spring City, Tennessee 37381

Mr. P. S. Tam, Senior Project Manager
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
One White Flint, North
11555 Rockville Pike
Rockville, Maryland 20852

Mr. B. A. Wilson, Project Chief
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region II
101 Marietta Street, aNW, Suite 2900
Atlanta, Georgia 30323


