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Tennessee Valley Authority, Post Office Box 2000, Spring City, Tennessee 37381-2000

10 CFR 50.90

SEP 3 0 1999
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTN: Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555

Gentlemen:

In the Matter of
Tennessee Valley Authority

WATTS BAR NUCLEAR PLANT (WBN) UNIT 1

CHANGE NO. 98-005 - CHANGE TO A MORE

COEFFICIENT (MTC)

Docket No. 50-390

- TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION (TS)

NEGATIVE MODERATOR TEMPERATURE

In accordance with the provisions of 10 CFR 50.90, TVA is submitting
a request for an amendment to WBN's license NPF-90 to change the
Technical Specifications for Unit 1. The proposed amendment would
revise the WBN Unit. 1 TS analytical methods for core operating
limits to implement an analysis supporting a more negative Moderator
Temperature Coefficient (MTC) for the end of cycle, rated thermal
power condition. This alternate methodology is based on a
Westinghouse Electric Company (Westinghouse) analysis documented in
reports WCAP-15088-P, Revision 1 (proprietary), "Safety Evaluation
Supporting a More Negative EOL Moderator Temperature Coefficient
Technical Specification for the Watts Bar Nuclear Plant," and WCAP-
15089-P, Revision 1 (non-proprietary, same title). The analysis is
WBN specific, but is similar to that approved for use at other
nuclear power plants. The WCAP proprietary and non-proprietary
versions are being submitted as Enclosures 4 and 5, respectively.

TVA has determined that there are no significant hazards
considerations associated with the proposed change and that the
change is exempt from environmental review pursuant to the
provisions of 10 CFR 51.22(c)(9). The WBN Plant Operations Review
Committee and the WBN Nuclear Safety Review Board have reviewed this
proposed change and have determined that operation of WBN Unit 1 in

9910070192 990930
PDR ADOCK 05000390
P PDR

cVA L TP L-NcL--
thy~ I Wi i.Ji -Pc,

Pnnted on recycled paper

TVA-WBN-TS-98-005

IV.

)



?~A¶FOMAT1ON
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Page 2

SEP 3 0 1399

accordance with the proposed change will not endanger the health and
safety of the public. Additionally, in accordance with 10 CFR
50.91(b)(1), TVA is sending a copy of this letter and enclosures to
the Tennessee State Department of Public Health.

Enclosure 1 to this letter provides the description and evaluation
of the proposed change, including TVA's determination that the
proposed change does not involve a significant hazards
consideration, and is exempt from environmental review. Enclosure 2
contains copies of the appropriate Unit 1 TS pages marked-up to show
the proposed change. Enclosure 3 forwards the revised TS pages
which incorporate the proposed change.

WCAP-15088, Rev. 1, contains information proprietary to
Westinghouse. Accordingly, Enclosure 6 includes a Westinghouse
Application for Withholding Proprietary Information from Public
Disclosure, and an accompanying Affidavit CAW-99-1346 signed by
Westinghouse, the owner of the information. Also included are a
Proprietary Information Notice and a Copyright Notice. The
affidavit sets forth the basis on which the information may be
withheld from public disclosure by the Commission, and addresses
with specificity the considerations listed in paragraph (b)(4) of 10
CFR 2.790 of the Commission's regulations. Accordingly, TVA
requests that the information which is proprietary to Westinghouse
be withheld from public disclosure in accordance with 10 CFR 2.790.

Correspondence regarding the proprietary aspects of the Westinghouse
report listed above, the Copyright Notice, or the supporting
affidavit, should reference Westinghouse letter CAW-99-1346 and be
addressed to J. S. Galembush, Manager of Regulatory and Licensing
Engineering, Westinghouse Electric Company, P. 0. Box 355,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15230-0355.

Although the proposed changes are not required to address an
immediate safety concern, TVA requests that the revised TS be made
effective prior to May 2000. At that time, the current WBN Unit 1
operating cycle will be approaching EOL and subject to surveillance
measurements of MTC, in accordance with WBN TS. Implementation of
the proposed TS is needed in support of these surveillance
measurements to ensure that additional testing which perturbs normal
power operation is not necessary. TVA further requests that the
revised TS be made effective within 30 days of NRC approval.
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If you have any questions about this change, please contact me at
(423) 365-1824.

Sincerely,

P. L. set Manager
Licensing and Industry Affairs

Enclosure
cc: See page 4

Subscribed and sworn to before me
on this 3otk day of 414ig999

Notary Pu ic

My Commission ?) -0.z OC
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cc (Enclosures):
NRC Resident Inspector
Watts Bar Nuclear Plant
1260 Nuclear Plant Road
Spring City, Tennessee 37381

Mr. Robert E. Martin, Senior Project Manager
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
One White Flint North
11555 Rockville Pike
Rockville, Maryland 20852

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region II
Atlanta Federal Center
61 Forsyth St., SW,
Suite 23T85
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Mr. Michael H. Mobley, Director
Division of Radiological Health
3 rd Floor

L & C Annex
Nashville, Tennessee 37423


