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Tennessee Valley Authority, Post Office Box 2000, Spring City, Tennessee 37381

DEC 1 1 1998

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTN: Document Control Desk
Washington, D. C. 20555

Gentlemen:

In the Matter of ) Docket No. 50-390
Tennessee Valley Authority )

WATTS BAR NUCLEAR PLANT (WBN) - UNIT 1 - SCOPE REVISION
PERTAINING TO THE PROPOSED LICENSE AMENDMENT FOR SLAVE
RELAY TEST FREQUENCY (TAC MA4425)

The purpose of this letter is to revise the scope of TVA’s
proposed license amendment request such that the proposed
change to the WBN Technical Specifications is only
applicable to Westinghouse type AR relays which use
alternating current (AC) coils.

TVA's original amendment request dated February 28, 1996,
proposed an extension of the surveillance frequency for
Westinghouse type AR relays used as SSPS slave relays or
auxiliary (interposing) relays from quarterly to a

refueling outage frequency. The proposed change was based //
on Westinghouse topical report WCAP-13877, “Reliability
Assessment of Westinghouse Type AR Relays Used as SSPS /

Slave Relays.” Subsequently, on September 3, 1996, the NRC

issued a Request for Additional Information for the

proposed amendment requesting, in part, that TVA

demonstrate the applicability of WCAP-13877 to WBN. TVA’s K)
reply dated October 2, 1997, stated the WCAP can be applied 3
to all Westinghouse type AR relays used in the SSPS slave

relay application and can also be applied to certain other

models in the type AR product line, including a majority of

ARD relays (DC coils) which are not used in the SSPS
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cabinets, but are used in interposing relay applications.
As stated in WCAP-13877, the type ARD relay is a member of
the type AR relay family and the analysis can be applied to
all type AR relays, with exceptions noted.

During a November 1998 telecon with NRC and Westinghouse,
NRC Staff noted that additional failure information and
plant-specific data were needed in order to complete their
review of the ARD relays if used in the proposed amendment
request for the surveillance extension. Although WBN
plant-specific ARD relay application data is readily
available, TVA has determined that the balance of
information needed for the Staff’s review will require
collection and analysis of additional survey data from WOG
utilities. Should TVA decide to pursue this with the other
utilities, a separate licensing action will be initiated.

Therefore, TVA requests that the NRC withdraw the ARD relay
from consideration in the proposed amendment request.

TVA's proposed amendment request will continue to apply to
Westinghouse type AR relays with AC coils used in both SSPS
slave relay and interposing relay applications, but will
not include any DC relay applications at this time. This
revised scope has been reflected in markups of the original
proposed text for Technical Specification Bases
Surveillance Requirements (SR) 3.3.2.5 and SR 3.3.6.5,
which also reflect the current revision level of WCAP-13877
(Revision 1, August 1998). These markups are provided in
Enclosure 1. Enclosure 2 forwards the revised TS Bases
pages which incorporate the marked-up information. '

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please
call me at (423) 365-1824.

Sincerxely,

a 4—"

P. L. Pace
Site Licensing and Industry Affairs

Enclosure
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cc (Enclosure): ,
NRC Resident Inspector
Watts Bar Nuclear Plant
1260 Nuclear Plant Road
Spring City, Tennessee 37381

Mr. Robert E. Martin, Senior Project Manager
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

One White Flint North

11555 Rockville Pike

Rockville, Maryland 20852

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region II _

Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth St., SW, Suite 23T85
Atlanta, Georgia 30303




ENCLOSURE 1

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY
WATTS BAR NUCLEAR PLANT (WBN)
UNIT 1

REVISED PROPOSED TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION BASES
MARKED-UP PAGES

I. AFFECTED PAGE LIST

II. MARKED-UP PAGES

ATTACHED

El-1




