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From: Ron Linton
To: laura watchempino
Date: 10/19/2007 9:01:25 AM
Subject: Re: Time for telecon, Acoma/NM OSE/NRC

Laura:
We can touch on this, but at this time, NRC does not have an action before us. We know what was in the
URI press release and that's about it. However, you will want to stay abreast of this site if a license
transfer request or mill request is submitted. Anything of this magnitude will.be noticed on our NRC
webpage and all will have an opportunity to request a hearing or comment on the proposal.
Ron

>>> laura watchempino <haakuwater@yahoo.com> 10/18/2007 4:47 PM >>>
Ron,
I do have another question regarding a local press release which states that the old Ambrosia Lake mill

site NRC license could be amended to cover the construction of a new uranium mill. Acoma has concerns
that once again, residual contamination from the old mill site would be used as a new background, turning
the region into a toxic environment contrary to NRC's mission to protect the public health and safety.

Laura Watchempino

Ron Linton <RCLl (nrc.qov> wrote:
Laura & Wayne:

I've reserved a bridge line for 12:00 - 1:30 eastern time (10:00-11:30 mountain time) Monday, October
22, 2007. The call in number is 1-800-638-5539 and the pass code is 1364#. You will have to call at or
after 10:00. If you call a minute before, the bridge will not go through.

I've taken the June 4, 2007 Pueblo of Acoma letter and tried to pull out the specific questions/issues
raised that we should discuss Monday. If there are others, please send them to me. Of course, we can
discuss any items of interest.

Comment: The Pueblo of Acoma, a sovereign Indian Nation, is authorized to protect its traditional
cultural properties and sacred sites affiliated with the Acoma Cultural Province, including the Rio San Jose
Watershed. The Ojo del Gallo spring, has dried up due to new demands for water which include the
construction of the Bluewater Dam in 1927 and groundwater mining from the alluvial and bedrock aquifers
upstream from irrigatio'n, municipal, and mining interest.

Comment: Flows from Horace Springs have declined over the last decade and a half, impeding the use
of Horace Springs for traditional cultural practices.

Comment: Water quality standards were enacted to protect all the waters of Acoma, including
groundwater, and that the bulk of the water supply for the Acoma population is obtained from wells drilled
in the Dakota, Zuni, and Entrada Formations.

Comment: The issuance of permits for uranium and coal mining, processing and other water-intensive
use permits upstream of Acoma threatens further degradation and impairment to Acoma's water and
cultural resources within the Acoma Cultural Province.

Comment: The HMC corrective action plan proposes to expand the NRC-licensed site boundary and
use of the region's valuable groundwater resources. HMC's plan is likely to have a significant effect on the
air, land, and cultural significance of the area. Health impacts to area residents in the forrri of cancer,
genetic and immune system disorders, represent and environmental justice issue that has yetto be
addressed.
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Comment: Acoma was not notified of the survey conducted by Taschek Environmental Consulting last
June, 2006.

Comment: Acoma requires consultation with all regulatory agencies regarding Alternative B, C, and D in
order to determine probable impacts to regional groundwater, the San Mateo Creek drainage area, and
Horace Springs within the Acoma Cultural Province resulting from each of HMC's proposed alternatives.

Ron C. Linton
Senior Groundwater Hydrologist/Project Manager
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Office of Federal and State Materials
and Environmental Management Programs

Mail Stop T-8F5
11545 Rockville Pike
Rockville, Maryland 20852-2738.
301-415-7777 phone
301-415-5369 fax
rcll @nrc.qov

Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam? Yahoo! Mail has the best spain protection around
http://mail.yahoo.com

CC: Wayne G. OSE Canon
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