
~ENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHO* TY
CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE 374010

830 Power Building
March 1, 1978

Mr. J. P. O'Reilly, Director
Office of Inspection and Enforcement
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region II - Suite 818
230 Peachtree Street, NW.
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dear Mr. O'Reilly:

OFFICE OF I ON AND ENFORCEMENT BULLETIN 77-08 - IE:RII:JPO50-327, -32 ,. ' - 391, -438, -439, -518, -519, -520, -521 -
SEQUOYAH, WA TS BAR, BELLEFONTE, AND HARTSVILLE NUCLEAR PLANTS

In response to your December 28, 1977, letter which transmitted
IE Bulletin 77-08, we are enclosing the results of our investi-
gations at Sequoyah, Watts Bar, Bellefonte, and Hartsville NuclearPlants. Also included is a response for Phipps Bend, which isidentical to Hartsville, even though the Construction Permit wasreceived since the issuance of the subject IE Bulletin 77-08.

Very truly yours,

J. E. Gilleland
Assistant Manager of Power

Enclosure

An Equal Opportunity Employer



ENCLOSURE

RESPONSE TO IF BULLETIN 77-08
ASSURANCE OF SAFETY AND SAFEGUARDS DURING AN

E4ERGENCY - LOCKING SYSTE4S

This constitutes our response for Sequoyah, Watts Bar, Bellefonte,
and Hartsville Nuclear Plants to your letter of December 28, 1977,
to Godwin Williams, Jr., which transmitted the subject bulletin.
After reviewing IE Bulletin 77-08, we have the following comments.

ACTION ITEMS, PAGES 3 AND 4

The required survey of our projects indicates that Sequoyah, Watts Bar,
¶3ellefonte, Hartsville, and Phipps Bend Nuclear Plants all will havefacilities for prompt emergency ingress into electrically locked
safety-related areas by essential employees.

The survey by action item follows:

Action Item l.a.(1) - Sequoyah and Watts Par Nuclear Plants are being pro-vided primary power with diesel auxiliary power to the entire electrical
locking system. Bellefonte, Fartsville, and Phipps Bend Nuclear Plantsare being provided reliable and uninterruptible auxiliary power to theentire electrical locking systems.

Action Item l.a.(2) - Sequoyah, Watts Bar, Bellefonte, Hartsville, and
Phipps Bend Nuclear Plants are being provided with electrical locking
devices which will operate in the following manner:

With primary or auxiliary power: Entry by card reader or card
reader and knob. Exit by mechanical or electric device, i.e.,
knob or pushbutton.

In the event of power failure: All electric locking devices failin the open mode. Entry by knob or other mechanical device. Exit
by knob or other mechanical device.

Selected doors are being provided with auxiliary key locks in con-junction with knobs and latches which can be secured externally by
appropriate employees and exit by knob from within.

Action Item l.a. (3) - Sequoyah, Watts Bar, Bellefonte, Hartsville, andP'hipps Lend Nuclear Plants are being providcd with means to periodicallytest all electrical locking systems to confirm their operability and toperiodically test the capability to switch to auxiliary power.

Actio• Item l.b. - We are providing electrically locking security devicesfor all plants in accordance with 10 CFR Part 73.55 and which conform tolife safety codes, fire protection codes, and various local building
codes along with the Southern Standard Building Code.
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In order to accomplish the- equired ir. -ss and esress requirements, ala
in the event of a security system failure for any ,'reascn, the electricail
locking devices will fail in the open o'>'. Security functions will be
suTnrinmented under such emergency condi•ci•-. by th., mechanical lcckinrg
devices as provided and other adcminitCr7.tive proreooure .

This •ys•t•e.. represents the best so.iUtion- fo.•r the secairity, operational,
and code requirements with the equipment available. It will also preclude
events such as described in IE Bulletin 77-08.

Action Item (2) - Sequoyah, Watts Ear, Bellefonte, Hartsville, and
Phipps Bend emergency plans and procedures will allow emergency ingress
a-n.d unimped"d egress for any post---at occurr..nce.


