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In Reply Refer To:
RII:JPO
50-438, 50-439
50-259, 50-260
50-296, 50-518
50-519, 50-520
50-521, 50-553
50-554, 50-327
50-328, 50-390
50-391, 50-566
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Tennessee Valley Authority
Attn: Mr. N. B. Hughes

Manager of Power
830 Power Building
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37401

Gentlemen:

The enclosed Circular 78-03 is forwarded to you for information.
No written response is required. Should you have any questions
related to your understanding of this matter, please contact
this office.

Sincerely,

J ames P. O ei l

/Direco

Enclosures:
1. IE Circular 78-03
2. Listing of IE Circulars

Issued in 1978

cc w/encl:
J. E. Gilleland
Assistant Manager of Power
830 Power Building
Chattanooga, Tennessee 37401

W. W. Aydelott, Project Manager
Bellefonte Nuclear Plant

P. 0. Box 2000
Hollywood, Alabama 35752



MAY 1 2 1978

IE Circular 78-03 -2-

cc w/encl: (cont'd)
C. S. Walker
400 Commerce Street
W9DI99
Knoxville, Tennessee 37902

J. G. Dewease, Plant Superintendent
Box 2000
Decatur, Alabama 35602

R. T. Hathcote, Project Manager
Hartsville Nuclear Plant
P. 0. Box 2000
Hartsville, Tennessee 37074

G. G. Stack, Project Manager
Sequoyah Nuclear Plant
P. 0. Box 2000
Daisy, Tennessee 37319

J. M. Ballentine
Plant Superintendent
Sequoyah Nuclear Plant
P. 0. Box 2000
Daisy, Tennessee 37319

T. B. Northern, Jr.
Project Manager
Watts Bar Nuclear Plant
P. 0. Box 2000
Spring City, Tennessee 37381

W. P. Kelleghan, Project Manager
Phipps Bend Nuclear Plant
P. 0. Box 2000
Surgoinsville, Tennessee 37873

M. M. Price, Project Manager
Yellow Creek Nuclear Plant
P. 0. Box 2000
luka, Mississippi 38852
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IE Circular 78-03

PACKAGING GREATER TMTAN TYPE A QIJANTITIFS Or LO'! SPECIFIC ACTIVI-Y
RADIOACTIVE MIATERIAL FOP, TRISPORT

This circular describes a situation that has occurred at nuclear pover
facilities and that could occur wherever greater than Type A quantities
of low specific activity (LSA) radioactive material are packaged for
transport.

Some licensees subject to the requirements of. 10 CFR Part 71 have
shipped packages containing greater tlan Type A quantities of LSA
material in packages which. are not authorized by hNRC. These unautho-
rized shipments have resulted from inadequate understanding of Part 71
regarding LSA material. Differences Letween Part 71 and the Department
of Transportation requirements in 49 CMT. Parts 170-18' have apparently
contributed to these misunderstandings.

Specifically, 49 CFP\ 173.392 authorizes the s'hipment of LSA material
in "strong, tight packages"' when transported in vehicles assigned for
the sole use of the consignor. DOT regulations make no mention of the
total activity that may be shipped in this manner. On tie other hand,
NRC regulations (10 CFR 71,3) require that no licensee sLall (a) deliver
any licensed materials to a carrier for transport or (b) transport
licensed material except as autlhorized in a general or specific license
issued by the Commission, or as exempted in Part 72. The general license
of iD CFR 71.12 has requirements for the type of container 0ien more taan
a Type A cjuantity of radioactive material is to be transported. LSA
material in excess of a Type A quantity is not exempt from the general
license requirements. Several licensees -nave failed to recognize the
difference in the DOT and NRC requirements and Have pack'aged greater
than Type A quantities of LSA naterial for transport in containers other
than those authorized by the general license of 10 CFr 71-22.
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Compliance with Part 71 is the responsibility of the NP-RC licensee who
delivers licensed material to a carrier for transport or who transports
such material outside the confines of his plant or other place of use.

No written response to this Circular is required. If you require
additional information regarding this matter, contact the Director of
the appropriate NRC Regional Office.
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LISTING OF IE CIRCULARS ISSUED IN 1978

Subject First Date
of Issue

Circular
No.

Issued To

78-01 Loss of Well Logging
Source

Proper Lubricating Oil
for Terry Turbines

4/5/78

78-02 4/19/78

All Holders of
Well Logging
Source Licenses

All Holders of
Reactor Operating
Licenses or
Construction
Permits


