
INSPECTION RECORD 

Region II) Inspection Report No. 030-1 7951/2007-001 

License No. 24-20091 -01 
Docket No. 030-17951 

Licensee (Name and Address): 

R. M. Wester and Associates. Inc. 
lndacom Drive 
St. Peters, Missouri 63376 

Licensee Contact: Robert Wester - RSO/President Telephone No. 636-928-9628 

Priority: 5 Program Code: 3225 

Date of Last Inspection: 
Date of This Investigation: 3/12 - 8/28/07 with continuina review throuah 9/12/07 

Type of Inspection: ( ) Initial ( ) Announced ( ) Unannounced 

Next Inspection Date: Unchanaed ( )Normal ( )Reduced 
Justification for reducing the routine inspection interval: 
NA 

Investigation Report No. 3-2007-01 3 

( ) Routine (X) Special 

Summary of Findings and Actions: 
( ) 

( ) Non-cited violations (NCVs) 
( ) 
(X) Violation(s), 

No violations cited, clear US.  Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) 
Form 591 or regional letter issued 

Violation(s), Form 591 issued 

Date 

Y 

Approved .. Date 7.7 
. Madera - Chief, MIB 

I 

(Signature) 



1. ORGANIZATION AND SCOPE OF PROGRAM: 
(Management organizational structure; authorized locations of use, including 
field offices and temporary job sites; type, quantity, and frequency of material 
use; staff size; delegation of authority) 

Robert Wester - PresidenVRSO 

The private consulting company employed approximately eight individuals at its 
St. Peters, Missouri facility. The licensee provided a variety of health physics 
services to its clients throughout the United States, included the University of 
Missouri - St. Louis facility (License No. 24-0051 3-38). Licensed activities 
included survey instrument calibrations, sealed source leaking testing, does 
calibrator QA checks, recovery and disposal of abandoned/orphaned sources, 
and fixed gauge services. 

2. SCOPE OF INSPECTION: 

Inspection Procedure(s) Used: NA 

Focus Areas Evaluated: A review of the licensee’s program was not part of a 
routine safety inspection but rather a review of selected portions of the licensee’s 
program as part of an investigation. 

3. INDEPENDENT AND CONFIRMATORY MEASUREMENTS: 

None 

4. VIOLATIONS. NCVs. AND OTHER SAFETY ISSUES: 

10 CFR 30.34(c) requires, in part, that each licensee confine his possession and use of 
byproduct materials to the locations and purposes authorized by the license. 

Condition 7.c of License No. 24-20091-01 limits the authorized use of licensed materials 
to environmental samples. 

Contrary to the above, on or about June 22, 2004, October 26, 2004, March 3, 2005 and 
March 18, 2005, the licensee received and used licensed material that were not 
environmental samples. Rather, the licensed material was radioactive waste transferred 
from another licensee for the purposes of disposal. Specifically on the above dates, the 
licensee received packages of decayed radioactive waste generated from the University 
of Missouri - St. Louis’ (License No. 24-00513-38) laboratories. The radioactive waste 
was received so that radiological surveys could be performed to determine whether the 
material could be disposed of in ordinary trash. The licensee received the radioactive 
waste and determined, through radiological surveys, that the material could be, and 
was, disposed of in ordinary trash. 

During the investigation, the licensee stated that radioactive waste was characterized as 
environmental samples, for which the licensee is authorized to receive. However, as the 
radioactive waste was generated by laboratories, classified by the University of Missouri 
- St. Louis as radioactive waste and classified by R. M. Wester and Associates, Inc. as 



receive. However, as the radioactive waste was generated by laboratories, 
classified by the University of Missouri - St. Louis as radioactive waste and 
classified by R. M. Wester and Associates, Inc. as radioactive waste, the NRC 
had concluded that the classification of “environmental samples” is not accurate 
and the classification of “radioactive waste” was more appropriate. During the 
investigation, the licensee did not provide corrective actions for the violation 
identified. A written response to the violation was required as stated in the 
Notice of Violation. 

A copy of the shipping paper that was used to transfer the waste from R. M. 
Wester and Associates, Inc. (dated 10/26/04), an invoice from R. M. Wester and 
Associates, Inc. (dated 6/15/06) and a Waste Transfer document generated by 
the former Radiation Safety Officer (dated 12/6/04) is attached to this inspection 
record. The above documents are related to a single shipment of radioactive 
waste. 

5. PERSONNEL CONTACTED: 

Robert Wester - President 

-END- 
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