
UNITED STATES 
NU CLEAR REG U LATO RY C 0 M M IS S IO N 

R E G I O N  I V  
611 RYAN PLAZA DRIVE, SUITE 400 

ARLINGTON. TEXAS 76011-4005 

October 26,2007 

Geotechnics Incorporated 
ATTN: Howard Kuzminski, RSO 
9245 Activity Road, Ste 103 
San Diego, CA 92126 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED ACTIVITIES ARE NOT IN EXCLUSIVE FEDERAL JURISDICTION 

Dear Mr. Kuzminski, 

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) received your request dated August 13, 2007, 
to conduct activities under your California Radioactive Materials License, 5744-37, in areas of 
exclusive Federal jurisdiction. The area described on the NRC Form 241 was the All American 
Canal, along Interstate 8 in Imperial County, CA. 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is responsible for the respective tract of land. The 
NRC contacted Ms.  Erica Niebauer, (916-978-5677), the attorney for the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) to determine the jurisdictional status of the respective tract of land. 
Additionally, the NRC had several telephone conversations and e-mail correspondences with 
you regarding the jurisdictional status of the land, while waiting on a response from 
Ms. Niebauer. In the e-mail correspondence dated August 22, 2007, the agency advised you to 
consider the area joint jurisdiction, which defers regulatory authority of radioactive materials to 
the state. Therefore, you could conduct the activities under your California radioactive materials 
license. 

Ms. Niebauer subsequently informed the NRC that the respective tract of land for the 
All American Canal was concurrent jurisdiction. Therefore, this tract of land is not considered 
exclusive Federal jurisdiction and you are not required to file for reciprocity under 10 CFR 
150.20. Enclosed, please find your original FedEx package (tracking number 7908 05721 1340) 
containing the original paperwork and fee amount, that is being returned to you. 

In accordance with IO CFR 2.390 of the NRC's "Rules of Practice," a copy of this letter will be 
available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from the 
NRC's document system (ADAMS). ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Web site at: 
http://www.nrc.qov/reading-rm/adams.html. If there are any questions or comments concerning 
this matter, please contact me at (817) 276-6552. 

Sincerely, 

Fdachel S. Browder, Health Physicist 
Nuclear Materials Safety Branch - B 

cc :  
California Radiation Control Program Director 

http://www.nrc.qov/reading-rm/adams.html
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From: Rachel Browder 
To: hkuzminski Q geotechnicsinc.com 
Date: 08/22/2007 45453 PM 
Subject: NRC jurisdiction 

Howard, 
I've continued to contact individuals to determine the jurisdictional status of the All American Canal, along 
the 1-8 corridor. It is my understanding from documentation that we have from 1995, that gll public lands 
managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) are joint jurisdictional and therefore, not exclusive 
Federal jurisdiction. The attorney who is responsible for that particular area is Ms. Erica Niebauer, at 91 6- 
978-5677. I have left her a voice message, and will follow up with her tomorrow, as well. Based on the 
information that the NRC currently has it does not appear to be within NRC's jurisdiction. 

When I hear from Ms. Niebauer, 1'11 let you know and we can go from that point on, if necessary. But for 
now, I would consider the area joint jurisdiction - which defers to the state. 

Regarding, Joshua Tree National Park, I have contacted Barbara Goodyear, attorney with the National 
Park Service at 510-817-1466. She indicated that the individual who is knowledgeable of the jurisdiction 
of that area is out of the office and will be back in next week. Again, she indicated that she did not believe 
the park to be exclusive Federal jurisdiction, since it was recently acquired and not one of the historical 
parks. 1'11 continue to follow up with the agency and confirm the jurisdiction of Joshua Tree National Park. 

If there are any questions, please let me know. 
Sincerely, 
Rachel 

Rachel Browder, Health Physicist 
NRC Region IV/DNMS/NMLB 

rsb3 @ nrc.gov 
(81 7) 276-6552 

http://geotechnicsinc.com
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From: Rachel Browder 
To: Howard Kuzminski 
Date: 08/23/2007 4:17:59 PM 
Subject: RE: follow-up 

Howard, 
I received a voice message from Barbara Goodyear (510) 817-1466, solicitor's office for the CA area, 
National Park Service. She said that Joshua Tree is proprietary jurisdiction, which means that it defers to 
the state. So your California license is sufficient to work in that area. 

If you have any questions, please let me know. 
Sincerely, 
Rachel 

Rachel Browder, Health Physicist 
NRC Region IV/DNMS/NMLB 

rsb3 @ nrc.gov 
(81 7) 276-6552 

>>> "Howard Kuzminski" <hkuzminski@geotechnicsinc.com> 08/23/2007 1 :05 PM >>> 
Thanks again. Will do. 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Rachel Browder [mailto:RSB3@nrc.qovI 
Sent: Wednesday, August 22,2007 3:17 PM 
To: Howard Kuzminski 
Subject: follow-up 

Howard, 
I just got off the phone with Erica. She is having their group research 
the area you are working at the Gordons Wells exit. I gave her your 
telephone number, so she'll probably follow up with you directly. 
I gave her the 858-536-1 000 number. If you hear about the jurisdiction 
- before I do - can you let me know. I appreciate it. 
Sincerely, 
Rachel 

mailto:RSB3@nrc.qovI

